
Will students be online or hung out to dry? 

Spring has sprung and with it, an onslaught on education. There is one clear purpose – to save money. 

Sweep away the pretense that any of this will enhance learning or prepare our students for the future. 

This is about money, pure and simple, with no thought for the consequences. If allowed to proceed, it 

will take decades to undo the harm. 

One announcement that troubles me deeply is the proposal to replace teachers in the classroom with a 

mandatory online course in each of the four years of secondary school. Welcome to robo-teacher – 

centrally located and without connection to either the student or their community. It is a ‘one-size-fits-

no one’ change that flies in the face of research. Even the government’s own webpage (until recently) 

stated that online learning is not for everyone. 

Most of us have taken online courses, so how is this different? The difference is the word ‘mandatory.’ 

Around this province, there are amazing teachers who deliver engaging online courses. Students who 

enroll in these courses know what they are in for. They are prepared to learn online and have access to a 

device, reliable internet and a support system. Students who choose online courses generally work well 

independently and are proficient in navigating systems. Mandatory online courses, however, mean all 

students must engage whether they have access to devices, availability of reliable internet or the need 

for guidance and support.  

The Minister’s response that parents should hire tutors or that students should rely on peers to guide 

them is insulting and disrespectful. Not every family can afford a tutor, let alone a device or internet. In 

education, connection is not about high-speed internet but the relationship between a caring teacher 

and a student. We know them. We know their communities. We know they inspire.  

I hear many stories about how teachers have changed someone’s world. I have never yet heard 

someone share how an online course inspired them. Like you, I became a teacher to make the world a 

better place. 

This proposal does not. 


