


Early Years Writing Continuum

This project is meant to incorporate the information from professional ‘best practices’ documents in order to create a continuum for teaching writing from the beginning of
Junior Kindergarten through to the end of Grade One. It is essentially a suggested Long Range Plan for Writing that teachers of JK-Gr.1 can refer to, while planning the order
and components of their Writing Program. The document clearly sets out a developmentally appropriate continuum of skills to be focused on each term throughout the school
year, which align with the Ontario Curriculum Specific Expectations for Writing. It also co-ordinates these skills with suggested order for the purposes of writing, addressed in
the Ontario Writing Assessment Guide for Kindergarten and Grade One. Finally, this project includes some examples of mini-lessons and writing tasks that could be used with
students, along with sample graphic organizers, exemplars and assessment tools, and other suggestions of resources that might be useful in following this program the teaching
of writing.



JK Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Purpose Instruct Recount Persuade
(routines, sequence of events, schedule) (sequencing, journal, small moments, retelling —direct or (menu, flyer/advertisement, poster/chart)
indirect experiences)
Focus Visual Written Oral Visual Written Oral Visual Written Oral
Teaching/ -cut out pictures | -drawing pictures -dictation -books -graphic organizers | -talking about -drawn pictures -some drawn -Think-Pair-Share
Learning -photos -random symbols, -telling -some appropriate | pictures or a series pictures
Activities -icons scribbles -retelling letters of pictures -matching
(done with labels) -use of a variety of | -knee partners words/letters to
colours -effective buzzing pictures
-labeling -show and share -initial/final
(teacher directed) consonant sounds

Specific Visual Arts — Writing — Oral-6,9, 10 Visual Arts — Writing - 23, 24, Oral — Visual Arts — Writing — Oral -
Curriculum 1,2,8 23,27,28 1,2,3,8 25,27,28 4,6, 9,10 1,2,3,8 23,24, 25, 26, 27, 3,4, 5,6,7,9,
Expectation 28 10, 11
Clusters
Components | *Each of the five Key Instructional Approaches for an effective Writing Program should be implemented across the grades and throughout the year so that scaffolded learning can take place.

These are planned opportunities for students to develop Oral Language and effective writing skills. During this time students will go from requiring a high level of support to becoming an
independent writer through the gradual release of responsibility.
Modeled — the teacher is the scribe and provides full support by thinking aloud and modeling what a proficient writer does [which] demonstrates the process to put thoughts and feelings into
words. The teacher demonstrates a specific aspect of writing to the whole class. (A Guide, 2.3)
Shared — the teacher is the scribe, and the students and the teacher collaborate to create the text. Shared Reading can be taught in large or small group settings. (A Guide, 3.3)

Interactive- an instructional approach in which the students and the teacher share the task of scribing g the message. {It} can be taught to large or small groups. (Guide, 4.3)

Guided — a Guided Writing lesson generally follows Modeled, Shared and Interactive Writing lessons and comes about when a teacher determines that a small group of students could benefit

from further teacher support to develop a particular writing skill. (A Guide, 5.3)

Independent — gives students opportunities to do their own writing using both self-selected and assigned topics and forms. (A Guide to Effective Instruction in Writing K-3, 6.4)




SK Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Purpose Instruct Recount Persuade
(list, map, recipe, game rules) (sequencing, journal, small moments, retelling —direct or (menu, flyer/advertisement, invitation)
indirect experiences)
Focus Visual Written Oral Visual Written Oral Visual Written Oral
Teaching/ -draw pictures to | -beginning middle, | -move from -drawn pictures -sentence writing -adding -drawn pictures -some drawn -Think-Pair-Share
Learning match print; end, sounds labeling to with a variety of | using complete detail/thoughts pictures
Activities pictures are -best guess spelling | storytelling colours, balance, | thoughts -known and new -matching
identifiable -use of sight words | -Carousel/ Gallery | basic proportion, | -Go Map stories/experiences words/letters to
Walk character, setting -Author’s pictures
and problem Chair/Writer’s circle -initial/final
-Go Map consonant sounds
Specific Visual Arts — Writing — Oral — Visual Arts — Writing — Oral - Visual Arts — Writing — Oral —
Curriculum 1,2,8 23,27,28 3,4,56,7,9,10, | 1,2,3,8 23,24, 25, 26, 27, 2,3,4,5,6,7,9, 1,2,3,8 23,24, 25, 26, 27, 2,3,4,5,6,7,9,
Expectation 11 28 10, 11 28 10,11
Clusters
Components | *Each of the five Key Instructional Approaches for an effective Writing Program should be implemented across the grades and throughout the year so that scaffolded learning can take place.

These are planned opportunities for students to develop Oral Language and effective writing skills. During this time students will go from requiring a high level of support to becoming an
independent writer through the gradual release of responsibility.
Modeled — the teacher is the scribe and provides full support by thinking aloud and modeling what a proficient writer does [which] demonstrates the process to put thoughts and feelings into
words. The teacher demonstrates a specific aspect of writing to the whole class. (A Guide, 2.3)
Shared — the teacher is the scribe, and the students and the teacher collaborate to create the text. Shared Reading can be taught in large or small group settings. (A Guide, 3.3)

Interactive- an instructional approach in which the students and the teacher share the task of scribing g the message. {It} can be taught to large or small groups. (Guide, 4.3)

Guided — a Guided Writing lesson generally follows Modeled, Shared and Interactive Writing lessons and comes about when a teacher determines that a small group of students could benefit
from further teacher support to develop a particular writing skill. (A Guide, 5.3)
Independent — gives students opportunities to do their own writing using both self-selected and assigned topics and forms. (A Guide to Effective Instruction in Writing K-3, 6.4)




Grade 1 Term1 Term 2 Term 3
Purpose Recount Instruct Persuade
(journal, biography, auto biography, story retell) (experiments, ordering of events/sequencing, directions) (letter, poster with slogan, debate)
Focus Visual Written Oral Visual Written Oral Visual Written Oral
Teaching/ -retell from given | - 1-2 sentences -complete -perspective -1-2 sentences per -grammar -possibly less -multiple sentences | -con’t from
Learning pictures -use of sight words sentences with shown in pictures | step -full, detailed detailed pictures with some previous terms
Activities -draw from given | - best guess spelling details -putting pictures -independent use of | sentences to accommodate | conventions (ie.
pictures with -use of Word Wall (beginning, in correct order graphic organizers -appropriate written Spacing,
detail -stretching words middle, end) -putting for explicit purpose sequence component punctuation,
-accurate -use of time-order sentences in order | -complete sentences | -beginning use of capitals)
representations of | words (1-8) -use of Word Wall dialogue - word choice
ideas -use of conventions -draw map Words -reread writing reflects growing
-proportions (ie. periods, capitals, -add appropriate -use of verbs orally vocabulary
finger spaces) detail -conventions -beginning grammar
- beginning point of -pictures carry -questioning ability -use of vowels
view equal meaningto | -beginning self-
-beginning editing print evaluation (goal
-independent use of setting)
graphic organizers
for explicit purposes
Specific Visual Arts - 1, 2, Writing — Oral - Visual Art — Writing—1.1, 1.2, Oral - Visual Art — Writing—1.1, 1.2, Oral-1.1,1.3,1.4,
Curriculum 3,8 23,24,25,26,27,28 | 1.1,1.3,1.4,2.1, | D1.1,D1.3 14,15,16,2.1,2.2, | 1.1,1.3,14,1.6, | D1.1,D1.3, 1.3,1.4,15,1.6, 16,1.7,18,2.1,
Expectation 2.2,2.3,2.4,2.7 2.3,2.4,26,2.7,2.8, | 1.7,2.1,2.2,2.3, 2.1,2.2,2.3,24, 2.2,23,24,2.7,
Clusters 3.1,3.2,33,34,3.5, 24,27 2.5,2.6,2.7,2.8, 3.2
3.6,3.7,3.8,4.1,4.2, 3.1,3.2,33,34,
4.3 3.5,3.6,3.7,3.8,
4.1,4.2,43
Components | *Each of the five Key Instructional Approaches for an effective Writing Program should be implemented across the grades and throughout the year so that scaffolded learning can take place.

These are planned opportunities for students to develop Oral Language and effective writing skills. During this time students will go from requiring a high level of support to becoming an

independent writer through the gradual release of responsibility.

Modeled — the teacher is the scribe and provides full support by thinking aloud and modeling what a proficient writer does [which] demonstrates the process to put thoughts and feelings into
words. The teacher demonstrates a specific aspect of writing to the whole class. (A Guide, 2.3)
Shared — the teacher is the scribe, and the students and the teacher collaborate to create the text. Shared Reading can be taught in large or small group settings. (A Guide, 3.3)

Interactive- an instructional approach in which the students and the teacher share the task of scribing g the message. {It} can be taught to large or small groups. (Guide, 4.3)

Guided — a Guided Writing lesson generally follows Modeled, Shared and Interactive Writing lessons and comes about when a teacher determines that a small group of students could benefit
from further teacher support to develop a particular writing skill. (A Guide, 5.3)
Independent — gives students opportunities to do their own writing using both self-selected and assigned topics and forms. (A Guide to Effective Instruction in Writing K-3, 6.4)




