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 Level 1  Level 2  Level 3  Level 4 
Research Skills  Gathers minimal 

information to 
support ideas for 
writing using 1 or 2 
sources 

Gathers some 
information to 
support ideas for 
writing using a few 
strategies and 
sources 

Gathers 
considerable 
information to 
support ideas for 
writing using a 
variety of strategies 
and sources 
 

Gather extensive 
information to 
support ideas for 
writing using a 
variety of strategies 
and sources 

Language 
Conventions 

Several spelling and 
grammar mistakes 
 
Uses limited 
vocabulary and 
sentence types 
 

Some spelling and 
grammar mistakes 
 
Uses basic 
vocabulary and few 
sentence types 

Few spelling and 
grammar mistakes 
 
Uses grade level 
vocabulary and 
some sentence types 

1‐2 spelling and 
grammar mistakes 
 
Uses advanced 
vocabulary and a 
variety of sentence  
types 

Critical Thinking/ 
Questioning Skills 
 

Asks imprecise 
questions that 
would likely result 
in a simple response 

Asks reasonable 
questions that 
would encourage a 
basic response 

Asks focused 
questions that 
would encourage a 
substantial response 

Asks perceptive 
questions that 
would encourage a 
comprehensive 
response  
 


