Project: 
Collaborative Teacher Inquiry into 21st Century Learning
Inquiry: 
Glogster

I had heard of a digital tool known as Glogster from a colleague. It is a cloud-based platform that allows users to display a variety of media on one virtual canvas. The poster style products are generally appealing and offer students a digital avenue of literacies.  

I decided to investigate the use of Glogster in teaching and learning.  I had initially considered using it with a grade3 health class but when I registered the required amount of free (basic level) accounts that I would require, I thought I might do well to try a smaller sample of students before too much time was invested in developing the use of this program and its application. I decided to instead offer Glogster as a tool for my grade 5 English Language Learners.
Not surprisingly, the students were immediately hooked on using a ‘new’ digital tool, just as they tend to be hooked when using technology. The topic or subject matter selected for their project was themselves. This afforded them familiarity in subject matter while venturing into a new format of communicating their subject.

The students presented their creations to their classmates, demonstrating or highlighting the interactive nature of the tool.
Here are some screen shots of student work:
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Project: 
Collaborative Teacher Inquiry into 21st Century Learning

Inquiry: 
Google Docs
I was fortunate to have been introduced to Google Docs from a group of Digital Lead Learners whom we organized to come and visit our school. The time that was put aside to be exposed to this was extremely valuable.

After attaining a basic understanding of how Google Docs operates, I was encouraged to introduce it to a grade 5 class. I had been working with this class on a segment of a poetry unit and decided that we all might benefit from exposure to this digital tool. The students dove right into it. They obviously, had an understanding of word processors and also understood about posting an image. The Google Doc system offered them a familiarity in word processing and students even learned how to access a pool of google images that they could use.
The innovative aspect was the real time communication/sharing of their work that this digital tool affords.

Students shared and were given feedback from the teacher. The power and use of such a tool was not lost on the teacher and this group will undoubtedly continue to use this format in the future.

Here are some screen shots of student Google Docs poetry works:
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