
Fractions
Number Talks and Do 

Nows



Grade 8 Diagnostic

http://www.edugains.ca/resourcesMath/CE/LessonsSupports/TIPS4RM/Grade8English/Unit5_FractionsPercents.pdf


Number Talk April 12, 2017

Fraction talks

http://www.fractiontalks.com/2016/09/design-challenges-04.html
http://www.fractiontalks.com/2016/09/design-challenges-04.html


Do Now: April 12, 2017
Fraction Sets
Name as many
Fractions as 
you see.

http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/DigitalPapers/FractionsLearningPathway/files/ShapeSets/P5_BLM1_Shapes.pdf
http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/DigitalPapers/FractionsLearningPathway/files/ShapeSets/P5_BLM1_Shapes.pdf


Number Talk April 13, 2017
Fraction of Square: What fraction of the 
whole rectangle does each numbered piece 
represent?

http://www.fractiontalks.com/2016/03/miscellaneous-03.html


Number Talk April 18, 2017
Place the following numbers on a number 
line:
⅓, ⅛, 1/10, 1/5



Do Now: April 18, 2017
Fraction Wall: How many different ways can 
you find of writing ½? ⅓? ¾? Can you find 
“rules” for working out equivalent fractions?

http://nrich.maths.org/4519


Number Talk: April 19, 2017
Place the following numbers on a number 
line:
⅚, ⅔, 3/9



Number Talk: April 20, 2017
Place the following numbers on a number 
line:
⅜, 5/7, 1/2



Do Now: April 20, 2017
● Place these fractions in a chart like the 

one below: 3/10, ¾, 11/12, 2/7, ⅓, 5/10, 
9/14, 4/6, 3/12

Less than ½ More than ½ 

● JUSTIFY where you placed them and be 
prepared to share your understanding.



Number Talk: April 21, 2017

Place the following fractions in order:
8/10, 9/8, ¾, 5/6



Do Now: April 21, 2017
● Which is less and how do you know?
● Use only cuisenaire rods or number lines 

to compare and record on paper.
● ⅛ or ⅞ 
● 4/7 or 5/7
● 5/3 or ⅝
● ⅘ or 4/9
● ¾ or 9/10
● Be prepared to share your group’s work. 



Number Talk: April 24, 2017

How many ¼’s are in 1?
In 4?
In 5?
In 6? 
In 10?  In 100?
What patterns do you see?



Do Now: April 24, 2017
● Which is less and how do you know? 

Answer on large grid paper in groups.
● Use only cuisenaire rods or number lines 

to compare and record on paper.
● 7/12 or 5/12
● ⅗ or 3/7
● 9/8 or 9/10
● 4/6 or 7/12
● 8/9 or 7/8
● Be prepared to share your group’s work. 



Number Talk: April 25, 2017

List as many fractions as you can that are 
less than ½.



Do Now: April 25, 2017

Match the flags with their circle
graph representations.
Explain your thinking.

http://www.fractiontalks.com/2016/06/flag-match-04.html


Number Talk: April 26, 2017

List as many fractions as you can that are 
greater than ½.



Do Now: April 26, 2017

Complete the Fraction Pathway challenge.

http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/DigitalPapers/FractionsLearningPathway/index.html


Number Talk: April 27, 2017

Find 3 equivalent fractions for 1/3.
(Hint: use cuisenaire rods and a whole of 
orange + red)
Find 3 equivalent fractions for ⅖.
(Hint: use cuisenaire rods and a whole of 2 
orange)



Do Now:  April 28, 2017
Fraction of Square: Based on our findings 
from last week, write a fraction addition 
equation for how the parts add up to 1 
whole.
Now write a 
a similar 
equation for
each ½.

http://www.fractiontalks.com/2016/03/miscellaneous-03.html


Number Talk: May 1, 2017

Using a number line, how many ways can 
you show adding fractions to get a sum of 
1?
Try to use fractions with different 
denominators****



Do Now: May 1, 2017
Estimating Fractions: 
● Estimate each problem using only 

cuisenaire rods or a number line. 
● 12/13 + ⅞
● 3 ⅛ + 2 ⅘
● 9/10 + 2 ⅞ 
● 1 ⅗ + 5 ¾ + 2 1/8
● Record your group’s solutions on grid 

paper and write how you figured it out.



Number Talk: May 2, 2017

Using a number line, how many ways can 
you show adding fractions to get a sum of 
1/2?
Try to use fractions with different 
denominators****.



Do Now: May 2, 2017

● List 3 different fractions equivalent to ½
● List 3 different fractions less than ½
● List 3 different fractions greater than ½
● List 3 different fractions greater than 1 

(in improper fraction form)



Number Talk: May 3, 2017

● Count forward from 1 by ⅓ and stop at 3
● How could you represent this with an 

addition equation?
● Count backward from 3 by ¼ and stop at 

1
● How could you represent this with a 

subtraction equation?



Do Now: May 3, 2017
● Determine the size 

of each fractional 
piece and then 
write an addition 
equation for each 
square.



Number Talk: May 4, 2017

● Count forward from 1  1/2 by 1/4 and 
stop at 3

● How could you represent this with an 
addition equation?

● Count backward from 3 1/3 by 2/3 and 
stop at 1

● How could you represent this with a 
subtraction equation?



Do Now: May 4, 2017

● How do you determine a fraction of a 
whole?  

● What information do you use?
● Be prepared to share with examples.
● The picture of the square at the side
● can help with your examples/procedure.



Summary of our understanding:

https://docs.google.com/a/tdsb.on.ca/document/d/1pi4a8R9D5uXJPAuTpFNgNZPM4As6RiwgWzyl-Xznvxo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/tdsb.on.ca/document/d/18vtFWqtkEBB1MpApHljvqsq-Ac7Aq5Mdg-NDLFjtcC0/edit?usp=sharing


Number Talk: May 5, 2017

● Count forward from 2 1/3 by 1/6 and stop 
at 3 1/2

● How could you represent this with an 
addition equation?

● Count backward from 4 1/2 by 1/8 and 
stop at 3 5/8

● Represent this with a subtraction 
statement.



Do Now: May 5, 2017
● Determine the size 

of each fractional 
piece and then 
write an addition 
equation for each 
square.



Number Talk: May 8, 2017

● Count forward from 1  1/6 by ⅓  and stop 
at  3 1/6

● How could you represent this with an 
addition equation?

● Count backward from  2 3/4 by 1/2 and 
stop at 3/4

● Represent this with a subtraction 
statement.



Do Now: May 8, 2017

● What procedure do you use to compare 
two fractions?  

● List specific examples and discuss how 
you would figure out which fraction was 
larger.

● Does your procedure change depending 
upon the two fractions? Discuss.



Summary of our understanding:

https://docs.google.com/a/tdsb.on.ca/document/d/1iW_WsBjMxoO8c8nbjaw-szzwiwsqvlU_TyiciYBmmJw/edit?usp=sharing


Number Talk: May 9, 2017
● You are making Ms Haladay’s favourite 

Pumpkin Chocolate Chip muffins.  You 
are using measuring cups for dry 
ingredients and the recipe asks for ¾ 
cup of whole oats.  

● If you only have dry measuring cups of 
¼, ⅓, ½ and 1 cup, how do you measure 
¾ cup of oats accurately and easily?

● Come up with as many ways as you can.



Do Now: May 9, 2017
● How do you determine if two fractions 

are EQUIVALENT?  
● List specific examples and discuss how 

you would figure out how two fractions 
are equal.

● Does your procedure change depending 
upon the two fractions? Discuss.



Summary of our understanding:

https://docs.google.com/a/tdsb.on.ca/document/d/1QerdJzgVdbn87kA0CjDj2iqrN8lb_pAhpLi0vyBe1RM/edit?usp=sharing


Do Now: May 10, 2017
● How do you add or subtract fractional 

amounts?  
● What are the factors you need to 

consider? 
● Does your procedure change depending 

upon the two fractions? Discuss.
● Does your procedure change if you are 

dealing with mixed or improper 
fractions? Discuss.



Number Talk: May 11, 2017

Estimate:
● 6  ¼ - 2  ⅓ 
● 11/12 - ¾
● 3  ½ - 9/10
● DO NOT USE PAPER and PENCIL!!!



Do Now: May 11, 2017

● Explain what you would do to add or 
subtract MIXED fractions.

● What procedure would you follow?
● Discuss within your groups and be ready 

to share.



Number Talk: May 12, 2017

● Ms Haladay is planning an art project for 
class. Each student will need ¾ of a 
package of clay to do this project. If Ms 
Haladay has 12 students in her class, how 
many packages of clay would she need?

● DO NOT USE PAPER and PENCIL!!! 
(number lines are okay though!)



Do Now: May 12, 2017

● Using the same ¼ 
measuring cup, how 
could you state 
each of the the 
measurements as a 
multiplication 
sentence?

http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/DigitalPapers/FractionsLearningPathway/ComparingFractions-A-RecipeTask.html


Number talk: May 15, 2017
The Relay Race: Jasmine is putting together a 
relay team together to run a race. She will 
complete 1/2 of the run. Her friend, Zak will 
complete 1/10 of the run. If she asks some of her 
friends to run part of the run, what fraction of the 
run will each friend need to run? Use a number 
line to represent the race and the different 
distances that were run. Justify your thinking and 
be ready to share.



Do Now: May 15, 2017

● You want to make a 
double batch of our 
cookie recipe...this means 
that you need to double 
each of the ingredients.  
Work in groups to 
develop an accurate 
amount for each 
ingredient. 

http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/DigitalPapers/FractionsLearningPathway/ComparingFractions-A-RecipeTask.html


Action: May 15, 2017
For a party, Ms Haladay ordered 1 dozen cupcakes.  
When the party was over, she discovered there 
were ¾ of the cupcakes left (apparently her 
guests didn’t like chocolate). How many cupcakes 
is ¾ of a dozen? Show your work.
As Ms Haladay was cleaning up, she accidentally:) 
ate ⅔ of the remaining cupcakes…(well, they were 
chocolate).  How many cupcakes did she eat? 
How many were left? Use grid paper to show your 
answer. BONUS points for stating the remaining 
cupcakes as a fraction of the original set. 



Number Talk: May 16, 2017

● Today’s number of the day is ⅝.
● Come up with at least two different 

expressions that equal the number of 
the day. 



Do Now: May 16, 2017

Play “Fraction Action!”



Action: May 16, 2017
● Which fraction is larger, ¾ or ⅔?
● Will the product of these two numbers be 

smaller or larger than ¾? (a product is the 
answer to a multiplication question)

● Will the product be smaller or larger than ⅔?
● Determine an answer and be prepared to 

explain your thinking. Draw a diagram of a 
rectangle using grid paper to assist in your 
explanation or think back to yesterday’s 
cupcake problem:)



Number Talk: May 17, 2017

● Today’s number of the day is ⅔.
● Come up with at least two different 

expressions that equal the number of 
the day. 



Do Now: May 17, 2017
● Estimate the answer for each of the 

following:
● 1  ⅔ - 7/9 
● 3  ¾ + 4 ⅚ 
● Then calculate the answer for each. 
● SHOW ALL YOUR STEPS!



Action: May 17, 2017

This chili recipe makes 
enough for 15 people! You 
want to make it for 4 
people and have some left 
over.  What fraction would 
you multiply each 
ingredient by to get the 
new amount for each 
ingredient?  Show your 
work. 



Number Talk: May 18, 2017

● How many ¼’s in 2?
● How many ⅓’s in 3?
● How many ⅔’s in 6?
● Represent each of these in a division 

statement.



Do Now: May 19, 2017

● A group of friends buys 3 pizzas to share 
equally. Each friend receives 3/8 of a 
pizza. (Assume no pizza will be left over)

● Show different ways to find the total 
number of friends in the group.



Number Talk: May 19, 2017

● How many ¼’s in 1  1/2?
● How many ⅓’s in 2  1/3?
● How many 2/5’s in 1  4/5?
● Represent each of these in a division 

statement.



Do Now: May 19, 2019

● Get your work on the chili recipe.
● What do you notice about the 

relationship between dividing by 3 and 
multiplying by ⅓?

● Predict whether this works for other unit 
fractions and try it out.  (e.g., x ¼ and 
divide by 4; x ½ and divide by 2…)

● Be prepared to share and discuss.


