
Going Gradeless

Professional Development 
May 16th / May 17th



Agenda
1) Why are you here?
2) What am I doing? (Assessment journey)
3) Essential elements of the gradeless classroom
4) Midterms - translating evidence into numbers
5) Pros, cons, and things I’m not so great at…yet!
6) Does this make sense and would it work for you?

                         LUNCH
7) Individual time to dig deeper into your curriculum. Plan 

and develop resources. Large scale? Small scale? Seesaw?



Why are you interested?
The gradeless classroom doesn’t appeal to all educators. 
Think about your current teaching practices, program, 
courses, students etc. Why are you here, and how do you 
think assessing without grades will benefit your students, 
and your teaching practices?

 



Assessment journey
Where does learning take place?
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ESSENTIAL elements of the gradeless classroom

STUDENTS MUST DEVELOP SELF ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGIES IN ORDER TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN A 

GRADELESS ENVIRONMENT.

 1) Prepare digital rubrics  - assessment transparent
2) Work within a framework that supports your 

curriculum and program
3) Develop appropriate self assessment language

Resources

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B2KjLDztcddSdllmZ1VvNTBPWDQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B2KjLDztcddSdllmZ1VvNTBPWDQ




ESSENTIAL elements of the gradeless classroom

       TRACK AND COLLECT EVIDENCE OF LEARNING

1) Observations
2) Conversations
3) Product (assignments, tests, quizzes)
4) Application of feedback
5) Self assessments
6) Organization is key!



Essential elements of the gradeless classroom

                         LEVERAGE DIGITAL

1) Course learning profile evidence of learning form 
1) Google Apps For Education (forms, docs, slides etc),
    observations form  
2) Seesaw beginner tutorial 
www.seesaw.me 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ZEO7Z4lc-MpqEbJT73gx2Tv79TrPOwfJvr__Q8bDIlQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=17fT2wbOSBN7xvZKPuVziRe27DkQUm46p8KIZElR78C4
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/160DXBV01WUwmQO2RaZ3v1b3bzJQMXfEBal_WccxVPwk/edit#slide=id.g862f92375_0_2081
http://www.seesaw.me
http://www.seesaw.me


Essential elements of the gradeless classroom

        REGULAR CONFERENCES AND CHECK-INS

1) This takes time!

2) Students articulate their learning

3) Students develop next steps with teacher



MIDTERMS - translating evidence into numbers
1) Goal getter assignment and evidence application

Goal getter example 
2) Conferences and sharing evidence of learning
3) Student justification of mark
4) Mutually agreement of mark
5) Development of next steps
6) Student generated comments

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1bsjEjrihK_ALBYiQtXSHn7_H6wAfqE_ATw3U9C9FvOQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1bsjEjrihK_ALBYiQtXSHn7_H6wAfqE_ATw3U9C9FvOQ


PROS, CONS, and improvements



Would this work for you?
Think about your current program and courses. Without 
reinventing the wheel, what areas of your current practice 
could going gradeless work? Are there areas you could tweak 
to include some of the assessment ideas / strategies that 
have been discussed? 

Discuss!



 LUNCH!!



Doc appender HOW-TO
Link to ‘how-to’ document by Justin V

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MCN1MMWvhpjE-Hsazt9bJP4-varFur5QvVr9_Z1xk_Y/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MCN1MMWvhpjE-Hsazt9bJP4-varFur5QvVr9_Z1xk_Y/edit

