
Links Between Global Competencies & IB Contexts 
 

TDSB Global Competencies 
Definitions 

Ministry Transferable Skills 21st Century Competencies 
(page 56) 

IB MYP Contexts (standard) 
Definitions 

Approaches to Learning (ATL) 
MYP 

Critical Thinking & Problem Solving 
Students will engage in problem and inquiry based 
projects to investigate and solve complex real world 
problems using critical thinking and problem solving 
skills and a wide variety of digital tools and 
resources. By conducting detailed research, critically 
analyzing and evaluating problems and evidence, 
understanding and processing patterns and making 
connections, and thinking in a systematic way, 
students will learn strategies for effective decision 
making.  

Critical Thinking 
 
Analyze and solve real-world problems 
 
Uses many sources of information and can 
tell the difference between fact and opinion. 
 
Plans and manages a project to solve a 
real-world problem 
 

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving  
• Solves meaningful, real-life, complex problems 
• Takes concrete steps to address issues  
• Designs and manages projects  
• Acquires, processes, interprets, and analyses 
information to make informed decisions (critical and 
digital literacy)  
• Engages in an inquiry process to solve problems 
• Makes connections and transfers learning from 
one situation to another 

Globalization & Sustainability 
How we organize ourselves - An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of human-made systems and 
communities; the structure and function of organizations; 
societal decision-making; economic activities and their 
impact on humankind and the environment. 
 

Thinking 
 
Critical Thinking Skills 
Creative Thinking Skills 

Global Citizenship & Character 
Students will use a variety of virtual learning tools to 
connect with diverse audiences at a global level to 
develop a deeper perspective, sensitivity to, and 
respect for human and cultural diversity. Through 
project and inquiry-based learning, students will 
become actively involved in addressing issues of 
human and environmental sustainability in a rapidly 
changing and interconnected world, helping them to 
become global citizens. Global citizenship will help 
students gain an enhanced sense of personal and 
community responsibility. 

Self-directed Learning 
 
Develop attitudes, strategies, and skills to 
support one's motivation and confidence 
to learn 
 
Knows the many ways that they learn best 
and can manage their own learning and 
well-being 
 
Finds and develops strategies to meet their 
learning goals 
 
Shows persistence in the face of difficulty 
 
Uses empathy to understand themselves and 
others 
 

Learning to Learn / Self-Aware & Self Directed 
Learning 
• Learns the process of learning (metacognition) 
• Believes in the ability to learn and grow (growth 
mindset) 
• Perseveres and overcomes challenges to reach a 
goal 
• Self-regulates in order to become a lifelong 
learner 
• Reflects on experience to enhance learning 
• Cultivates emotional intelligence to understand 
self and others 
• Adapts to change and shows resilience to 
adversity 
• Manages various aspects of life – physical, 
emotional (relationships, self-awareness), spiritual, 
and mental well-being 

Identities & relationships 
Who we are - An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs 
and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual 
health; human relationships including families, friends, 
communities and cultures; rights and responsibilities; 
what it means to be human. 
 
Personal & cultural expression 
How we express ourselves - An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, 
culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect 
on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the 
aesthetic. 
 

Self Management 
 
Organizational Skills 
Affective skills 
Reflection Skills 

Global Citizenship & Character 
Students will use a variety of virtual learning tools to 
connect with diverse audiences at a global level to 
develop a deeper perspective, sensitivity to, and 
respect for human and cultural diversity. Through 
project and inquiry-based learning, students will 
become actively involved in addressing issues of 
human and environmental sustainability in a rapidly 
changing and interconnected world, helping them to 
become global citizens. Global citizenship will help 
students gain an enhanced sense of personal and 
community responsibility. 

Citizenship 
 
Understand local and global perspectives 
and address environmental, social and 
economic problems through engaged 
citizenship 
 
Takes actions to make a positive difference in 
the community and the world 
 
Participates in physical and virtual 
communities in a socially responsible and 
sustainable manner 
 

Global Citizenship  
• Contributes to society and the culture of the local, 
global, and digital community in a responsible, 
accountable, and ethical manner  
• Engages in local and global initiatives to make a 
difference  
• Learns from and with diverse people 
• Interacts safely and responsibly within a variety of 
communities 
• Creates a positive digital footprint  
• Relates to the environment and is mindful of the 
importance of all living things 

Globalization & Sustainability 
How we organize ourselves - An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of human-made systems and 
communities; the structure and function of organizations; 
societal decision-making; economic activities and their 
impact on humankind and the environment. 
 
Orientation in time & space 
Where we are in place and time - An inquiry into 
orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes 
and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations 
of humankind; the relationships between, and the 
interconnectedness of, individuals and civilizations, from 
local and global perspectives. 

 

Collaboration & Leadership Collaboration Collaboration Fairness and development 
Sharing the planet - An inquiry into rights and 

Social 



By working collaboratively in teams, students learn 
from and teach each other, discover how to 
successfully navigate digital learning spaces, 
collectively participate in the creation of new ideas, 
knowledge and content, develop a mix of key 
cognitive and social skills (critical thinking, problem 
solving, leadership, empathy, adaptability, etc.), and 
gain practical knowledge and experiences. 

 
Work in teams by building knowledge 
together in physical and virtual 
environments 
 
Thinks with others to create new knowledge 
 
Interacts and works positively with others 
in-person and virtually 
 
Values the perspectives of others 
 

• Participates in teams; establishes positive 
relationships  
• Learns from, and contributes to, the learning of 
others 
• Co-constructs knowledge, meaning, and content  
• Assumes various roles on the team  
• Manages conflict  
• Networks with a variety of communities/groups  
• Respects a diversity of perspectives  

responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources 
with other people and with other living things; 
communities and the relationships within and between 
them; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict 
resolution. 

 
Collaboration Skills 

Creativity, Inquiry & Entrepreneurship  
Students engage in collaborative inquiry-based 
projects working on real world problems and 
develop creative and innovative ideas, knowledge, 
and products. In the process, students gain skills in 
design thinking (exploration, ideation, and 
experimentation), entrepreneurship, leadership, and 
real world experiences that can help them in future 
working environments. 

Innovation and Creativity 
 
Enhance and explore ideas in 
creative ways and bring these ideas to 
action to meet the needs of a community 
 
Uses imagination when creating a plan to 
develop an entrepreneurial Project 
 
Improves ideas and experiments with them to 
try to solve a real-world problem in their 
community 
 

Innovation, Creativity, and Entrepreneurship 
 Contributes solutions to complex problems  
• Enhances a concept, idea, or product  
• Takes risks in thinking and creating  
• Makes discoveries through inquiry research 
• Pursues new ideas to meet a need of a 
community 
• Leads and motivates with an ethical 
entrepreneurial spirit 

Scientific & technical innovation 
How the world works - An inquiry into the natural world 
and its laws; the interaction between the natural world 
(physical and biological) and human societies; how 
humans use their understanding of scientific principles; 
the impact of scientific and technological advances on 
society and on the environment. 

 Research 
 
Information literacy skills 
Media Literacy Skills 

Communication 
Students will communicate effectively and 
authentically using oral, written and nonverbal 
communication skills in a wide variety of physical 
and virtual environments using a diverse array of 
digital tools and resources. In addition, students will 
also show effective listening skills. 
 

Communication 
 
Express meaning in multiple ways, in a 
variety of contexts including virtual 
spaces 
 
Asks questions and listens actively to 
understand what is being communicated 
 
Clearly expresses themselves verbally 
themselves verbally, in writing, and uses 
different kinds of technology 
 
Understands and respects many different 
local, national and global perspectives 
 

Communication 
• Communicates effectively in different contexts in 
oral and written form in French and/or English  
• Asks effective questions to acquire knowledge 
• Communicates using a variety of media 
• Selects appropriate digital tools according to 
purpose  
• Listens to understand all points of view  
• Gains knowledge about a variety of languages  
• Voices opinions and advocates for ideas 

 Communication 
 
Communication Skills 

 


