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Name School Board 
e-Mail Address 

Project Title Project Summary 

Gregory 
Adams 

Brant Haldimand Norfolk Catholic 
District School Board 
 
gadams@bhncdsb.ca 

Connecting Critical Thinking 
to Data  

The project will begin with a review of curriculum, current educational literature and 
best practices regarding the most effective uses of technology and graphing in the 
classroom, as well as the use of critical thinking skills, including argumentation. Next, 
a set of norms or expectations for students will be established, determining which 
skills and technologies will be best suited to developing in each of the courses. 
Teachers will work together to design a series of lessons, labs, and other activities for 
their courses that allow students to develop the skills deemed appropriate for the 
course, using a gradual release of responsibility model to build student confidence 
and independence. Teachers will test the lessons in class, debrief with other teachers 
in the team, and make adjustments or refinements to lessons as needed. Lessons will 
be uploaded to a Desire2Learn resource to share with other teachers in the board. 

Rita 
Angelucci 

York Catholic District School Board 
 
rita.angelucci@ycdsb.ca 

STREAM School with an 
Emphasis on Ethics, Morality 
and Coding  

The focus of this learning journey is to support classroom teachers, in all grade levels, 
to become familiar with the implementation and language of coding. Educators need 
to focus on inspiring kids to be innovators and not just consumers of technology 
through coding activities and challenges. Our approach is to create computational 
thinkers with a technological base skill set that can be transferable in a variety of 
areas in their learning journey. A STREAM learning environment will help to build a 
strong professional capacity among teachers and improve the learning climate in the 
school. The project is aimed to enhance student well-being towards 21st Century 
learning through the implementation of coding across the curriculum. Implementing 
coding in all areas of the curriculum will assist students to build and connect to the 
growing devices in our world. Coding will allow students to build fluidity in their 
thinking and encourage them to become critical thinkers in all aspects of life.  

Kim 
Appleton 

London District Catholic School Board 
 
kappleton@ldcsb.ca 

Spiraling for Grades 7 and 8 
Math 

Our team wants to learn about spiraling, what models can be used, and develop a 
scope and sequence resource for how to spiral grade 7 and 8 math. Once we've 
developed an initial plan, we'd like to co-plan and co-teach some of the lessons to 
track student concept and skill progression over each term and over the course of 
the year. We’d also like to learn more about pedagogical documentation so when 
we're co-teaching we can document student interactions to inform next instructional 
steps. This will also serve to record our learning journey. At the end of the year, we'd 
like to share our learning with other grade 7 and 8 teachers in the board and with 
surrounding boards.  

John 
Artymko 

Renfrew County Catholic District School 
Board 
 
jartymko@rccdsb.edu.on.ca 

Exploring 3D Design and 
Construction as a Way to 
Engage Students 

The project plan is STEM-focused. It begins with students identifying a real-world 
need, and designing meaningful products which fill that need using 3D design and 
modelling software. It continues with 3D printing of a small scale model of that 
product. After learning safe practices when working with basic hand tools, students 
will construct a larger scale model of their design using common building materials.  
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Lloyd 
Beaulieu 

Durham Catholic District School Board 
 
lloyd.beaulieu@dcdsb.ca 

French Immersion Reading 
Interventions 

Based on ongoing observation of previous and current student cohorts, in class and 
in afterschool reading programs, we want to explore the unique issues relating to 
how to best support struggling readers in French Immersion (FI) by learning what 
reading intervention programs offer, as well as, engaging in professional 
development through conferences and dialogue with fellow educators. We want to 
learn how to best meet the needs of struggling FI readers. Through a collaborative 
inquiry model, we will put into practice a variety of reading intervention strategies 
that target the specific needs of FI students. As a result of our inquiry and research, 
we will create a Reading Intervention Resource for educators, parents and students, 
on a multimedia platform. We will share this at the school level (educators, the 
parent community, administrators), at the board level (SOs, Student Services 
Personnel), and with Faculties of Education.  

Lynn 
Bélanger 

Conseil scolaire catholique Franco-Nord 
 
belangerl@franco-nord.ca  

Faciliter l’apprentissage 
intégré 

Ce projet a pour but d’appuyer l’apprentissage professionnel du personnel 
enseignant.  Le projet consiste à implémenter la co-planification, l’intégration des 
matières, la planification à rebours et la différentiation pédagogique.  Le groupe 
enseignant concevra et proposera des activités fondées sur un apprentissage actif et 
le développement d’une pensée critique afin de consolider les compétences 
essentielles des élèves et ainsi leur permettre de devenir des citoyens informés et 
actifs. Les activités miseront sur le connu, le concret, et les concepts intégrés en 
sciences, en études sociales et en littératie.  Les enseignants fourniront le contexte et 
faciliteront l’apprentissage des élèves, tout en tenant compte de leurs besoins 
diversifiés. Chaque élève démontrera sa compréhension des concepts, sa pensée 
critique et en fera l’application dans le monde qui l’entoure. 

Ce projet préconise l’apprentissage par projet, l’échange avec différents intervenants 
(enseignants, spécialistes), des sorties éducatives et l’apprentissage coopératif.  
L’utilisation de la technologie servira à appuyer l’apprentissage de l’élève ainsi que 
l’évaluation du rendement de l’apprenant. 

Marisa 
Benakis 

York Catholic District School Board 
 
Marisa.Benakis@ycdsb.ca 

SPLICE Projects: Students as 
Protagonists of Learning 

SPLICE Projects provide an opportunity for students to spend an entire week focused 
on a self-directed, inquiry driven project of their choosing. Students document and 
reflect on their process, challenges and successes through the lens of ePortfolio's 
four inquiry questions. Projects can take any form including construction, culinary 
arts, all other art forms, writing, documentary and film and more. Our project seeks 
to share this learning journey with other educators and invite them to attempt a 
Splice Project journey of their own. The goal is for our group to share resources and 
support the participating educators in the hopes of demonstrating and spreading the 
impact that inquiry, innovation, collaboration and reflection have on student 
learning, student engagement and student empowerment.  

mailto:lloyd.beaulieu@dcdsb.ca
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Gillian 
Berard 

Niagara Catholic District School Board 
 
gillian.berard@ncdsb.com 

Meaningful Mathematics: An 
Inquiry Based Approach  

Our team would like to focus on learning how to deliver a Mathematics program 
where students gain a conceptual understanding of all strands. Through professional 
development of rich resources and collaboration we will be able to use this 
assessment to guide our practice in a purposeful way. Through release days we will 
learn how to use inquiry-based learning to build meaningful, student-driven learning 
cycles and effectively record and analyze assessment. Our plan is to learn how to 
close gaps in Mathematics and share this information with our colleagues through 
workshops, online resources and presentations in French and in English.  

Karen 
Bernard 

Northeastern Catholic District School 
Board 
 
kbernard@necdsb.ca 

Outdoor Learning 
Environments 

The use of this outdoor play space would serve as a vehicle to learn more about the 
following: 

• How the outdoor learning environment helps the holistic learner, especially with 
our extended winter. 

• How children can use technology for self-reporting and self-evaluation to extend 
their learning in this outdoor space. 

• How to use technology to maximize parent awareness, engagement and 
feedback. 

Eileen 
Berwick 

Nipissing-Parry Sound Catholic District 
School Board 
 
berwicke@npsc.ca  

C.O.P.I.N.G -- 21st Century 
Classrooms, Optimistic 
Attitudes, Problem-Solving 
Strategies, Inclusiveness, 
Nurturing Environment 
Growing Together 

We will: 

• Develop common resources. 

• Attend conferences and workshops related to the project/themes to build 
knowledge. 

• Collaborate human resources from various domains/skills/knowledge. 

• Build an understanding of Ontario Equity Action Plan & Realizing the Promise of 
Diversity: Ontario’s Equity and Inclusive Education Strategy Inclusion and the 
Renewed Mental Strategy and how we can better support our school community 
(board to board visit, examine the Ministry documents). 

Liana 
Blaskievich 
 
(original leader 
Tyler Kidd) 

Near North District School Board  
 
tyler.kidd@nearnorthschools.ca 

Building Teacher Capacity in 
21st Century Learning and 
Assessment 

We plan to learn how to use iPads and Apps like Desmos, Explain Everything, Ted-Ed, 
Draw and Tell, iMovie, Office Lens, etc. to engage our at-risk learners, who in the 
past have been provided far too many sheet packages. We are hoping that we will 
learn through the use of technology and 21st century teacher practice how to better 
triangulate our assessments. We plan to learn about pedagogical documentation as 
we observe our students in their learning. It is our hope to build a culture of 
assessment for, as and of learning, through the use of observations and 
differentiated assessment products produced using technology. 
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Sarah 
Bolzan 

Halton Catholic District School Board 
 
bolzans@hcdsb.org 

Utilizing the Learning 
Commons as a Makerspace 

Current research shows that Makerspaces benefit students who are working to 
develop their competency as self-regulated and collaborative entrepreneurs as 
explained in the NMC Horizon Report; Makerspaces are increasingly being looked to 
as a method for engaging learners in creative, higher-order problem-solving through 
hands-on design, construction, and iteration. 
St. Anne is looking to improve the educational experience and future prospects of all 
of its students, and seeks to do so through the Makerspace because as Davee, 
Regalla and Change pointed out: “For any population, cognitive skills, technical skills, 
social-emotional development, and youth agency and empowerment are salient 
outcomes well served by the potential of Makerspaces.” St. Anne has set out to 
utilize our learning commons space, and transform it from the traditional 
library/computer lab concept into a 21st Century friendly space that includes flexible 
seating and a maker space. For this to occur, we aim to move our current desktop 
computers into classrooms, purchase a for classroom use, switch the computer lab 
over to become a Makerspace (including a Lego wall, 3D printer, sewing machine, 
building tools and materials) and invest in flexible seating in the commons (including 
levelled tables, exercise equipment, various types of seating).  

Brigitte 
Boyer 

Conseil scolaire de district catholique de 
l’Est ontarien 
 
brigitte.boyer@csdceo.org  

« Bien-être » à Paul VI! Selon notre rapport IMPDE, les enfants démontrent une lacune importante au niveau 
des attentes développementales.  Un pourcentage important des enfants de notre 
région performe en deçà de ces attentes dont 12% au niveau des compétences 
sociales, 11% au niveau des habiletés sociales, 51% au niveau du comportement 
prosocial et 26% au niveau de l’hyperactivité et l’inattention. C’est pourquoi, les 
élèves participeront à des ateliers engageant visant le développement des habiletés 
sociales et les habiletés d’apprentissage à raison d’une fois semaine, et ce, toute 
l’année. À l’intérieur de ces ateliers, des habiletés seront présentées par les membres 
du personnel et ce, par le biais de jeux de rôle, de discussions, de mises en situation, 
de modelages et de réflexions permettant à tous les élèves de participer activement. 
Les parents seront encouragés à poursuivre l’enseignement. Des organismes 
communautaires et experts conseil (leader en santé mentale, coach climat scolaire) 
seront sollicités pour appuyer. 

mailto:bolzans@hcdsb.org
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Tania 
Bumstead 

Waterloo Region District School Board 
 
tania_bumstead@wrdsb.ca 

STEM Wellness Makerspace  STEM-Wellness Makerspace Project Plan: Students will explore well-being through 
the integration of HERO/GEM traits with our integrated math/science/language and 
arts curriculum. This innovative program would include open-ended, problem based 
projects for students which highlight the HERO/GEM traits while acting as global 
citizens and actively seeking solutions to real world problems. (I.e. Show empathy 
while solving a human-made problem in our ecosystem). Each STEM teacher will 
have a themed room to accommodate different project needs, learning styles and 
interests. For example, a Technology room will include a green screen, 3D printing, 
stop-motion animation, Virtual Reality and coding. A Textiles room will provide a 
woodworking shop, sewing machines and hand tools. The final room will be a 
Tinkering room which will act as a space for students to plan, paint, create cardboard 
construction, or other arts. Students will flow between rooms to fulfill project goals. 

Sallie 
Byer 

Trillium Lakelands District School Board 
 
sallie.byer@tldsb.on.ca 

How Can We Integrate the 
Arts as a Way to Support 
Executive Functioning? 

We will: 

• Refine understanding of executive functioning and empower staff and students 
to use the Arts to activate and demonstrate learning. 

• Increase staff and student competencies in applying arts-based strategies to 
improve executive function goals and achievement. 

• When learners are able to articulate their own strengths, needs and learning 
styles, they are able to advocate and create environments that are conducive to 
their own best learning. Using the arts as a vehicle to broaden the application of 
executive functioning strategies will empower students and open doors to 
greater creativity and critical-thinking. 

Bonnie 
Caminiti 

Ottawa Catholic School Board 
 
bonnie.caminiti@ocsb.ca 

Creating Learning 
Partnerships For Authentic 
Student Inquiry  

Our plan will provide teachers with the opportunity to build a culture of collaborative 
professionalism to investigate the UN Sustainable Goals and how they can relate to 
the elementary curriculum to teach about equity issues and social justice initiatives. 
Together, we will develop a bank of experts from a variety of fields, both globally and 
within our parent community, so we can connect over video conference to gain 
firsthand knowledge and information as it relates to solving complex real-world 
problems. We will use a variety of resources to teach foundational skills such as 
inquiry learning skills, critical thinking skills and self-regulation strategies. These skills 
will lead to project-based learning for an authentic audience with an impactful real-
life application that supports global citizenship.  

mailto:tania_bumstead@wrdsb.ca
mailto:sallie.byer@tldsb.on.ca
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Gisèle 
Caprara 

Conseil des écoles publiques de l'Est de 
l'Ontario 
 
gisele.caprara@cepeo.on.ca 

Communiquons, apprenons 
et appartenons … ensemble! 

L’usage de la technologie selon le principe de la classe inversée favorise une plus 
grande présence de l’élève ALF/PANA dans sa classe respective. La possibilité 
d’apprendre de façon autonome augmente son estime de soi et le rapprochement et 
l’appartenance au groupe et à son système de valeurs. En passant de plus longues 
périodes en salle de classe, l’apprenant bénéficie d’un traitement égalitaire et d’une 
meilleure appréciation de tous. Sa présence incite le groupe à démontrer de 
l’empathie et à l’inclure dans ses activités. Le sentiment du parent d’être bien 
accueilli et de comprendre ce qui est attendu de lui, favorisera un mieux-être et 
l’appartenance à la communauté scolaire. Le concept de la classe inversée lui 
permettra d’apprendre avec l’enfant. Sa collaboration aura un effet notable sur la 
réussite scolaire de son enfant car plus il est outillé, plus il se sent compétent à 
l’aider.  

Andrew 
Carr 

Superior Greenstone District School 
Board 
 
acarr@sgdsb.on.ca  

Creating and Supporting a 
Framework for Alternative 
Education Programming for 
Northern Indigenous 
Students  

We plan to facilitate change in our school by improving the overall well-being of our 
students. A great portion of our student body is in desperate need of alternative 
education programming. We will need to reach out to the community, the local First 
Nations, the school board, the northern Reserves and the Thunderbird Friendship 
Centre to try and support a new alternative education program that supports our 
youth in need. We would also look to other Northern Ontario examples of successful 
alternative education schools to investigate and research while making connections 
that will be useful in the planning and implementation stages.  

Joanne 
Ceci 

Thunder Bay Catholic District School 
Board 
 
jceci@tbcschools.ca 

Linking Math Through 
Literacy 

Our project plan is to collect applicable resources, based on the curriculum 
expectations, as well as align rich tasks that provide opportunity for critical thinking 
in both literacy and math within our classrooms. We plan to provide the opportunity 
for a rich environment that fosters the independent skills needed to carry out 
authentic learning. To guide differentiated instruction within the strands using daily 
math. We currently use Daily 5 within our classrooms for Literacy. We find that this 
opportunity has led to an increase in independent production in literacy, and we 
hope that it will do the same for math. This will allow for us as teachers to work 
closely with struggling children on a one-to-one basis, to help move them through 
the continuum, while the others are benefitting from an authentic learning 
environment. Lastly, we hope to provide opportunities to share our findings with 
staff and colleagues. 

mailto:acarr@sgdsb.on.ca
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Joshua 
Charpentier 

Peterborough Victoria Northumberland 
and Clarington Catholic District School 
Board 
 
jcharpentier@pvnccdsb.on.ca  

Truth and Reconciliation 
Starts with Youth Education? 

• We will purchase the storybooks of David Bouchard in both French and English. 

• We will make contact with David Bouchard, author, speaker, and educator, and 
children from a First Nations’ reserve. He will speak with the students through 
Skype or Google Hangouts. 

• Students will learn about Indigenous oral traditions. This will bring the culture to 
life through storytelling. 

• Teachers and students will investigate the diverse and rich history of Indigenous 
cultures through the storytelling of Mr. Bouchard. 

• Students will learn to make authentic connections to their own culture and 
experience through English and French literacy. 

• Students will produce written narratives of their personal cultural traditions 
after being exposed to Indigenous traditions. 

• Students will create 21st-century media to transform their narratives into an oral 
and visual product. (Indigenous oral tradition is being promoted) 

• Activities and tasks will be designed to present a different perspective on 
Mathematics (i.e., patterning, games of chance, geometry). 

Jessica 
Commisso 

Superior Greenstone District School 
Board 
 
jcommisso@sgdsb.on.ca 

Growing our STEMS This project aims to have teachers incorporate a STEM model of instruction by having 
the students partake in science, technology, engineering and math based learning 
opportunities. By focusing on the interests and needs of the students, we are hoping 
to establish a student-centered learning environment with the ultimate goal of 
improving overall student achievement. Students will also be looking to utilize 
various 21st Century Skills such as their planning, creative and critical thinking skills 
and will learn how to collaborate with their peers; while teachers will be learning 
how to effectively incorporate the STEM model of instruction into our practice and 
implement project and inquiry-based learning into our classrooms. As all of the 
students in our school are passionate about social justice issues, this project will also 
aim to connect STEM learning to the various local, national and global issues that are 
evident in our world today. Some of our students have already engaged in 
conversations about the under-representation of women in STEM fields and are 
excited to delve into hands-on and authentic learning opportunities that tackle other 
real world problems such as access to water, environmental justice and alternative 
forms of energy. 
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Lisa 
Corbett 

Near North District School Board 
 
lisa.corbett@nearnorthschools.ca  

The Writer’s Self-Regulation 
Project  

Our group will meet 8 times during the school year to discuss research articles, 
journal articles and other literature related to self-regulation, its development in 
young children, and how it (or the lack of it) effects a child’s learning and 
participation in school. We will develop and explore teaching strategies, and discuss 
implementing them in our teaching assignments. We will engage in action research 
as we meet in classrooms and observe students, gather anecdotal data, and analyze 
work samples and self-reflections from students to assess the implementation of our 
teaching strategies. We would like to explore established programs, such as The Self-
Regulated Strategy Development (SRSD) model, as well as develop and refine 
methods that fit within the Near North District School board context, and the Ontario 
Curriculum. We will plan presentations we can share with our colleagues so as to 
build the collective efficacy of our staff in the area of teaching self-regulation skills. 

Tamara 
Cummings 

Hamilton-Wentworth District School 
Board 
 
tcumming@hwdsb.on.ca 

Reading is breathing in; 
writing is breathing out 

This project is an extension of a 3-year HWDSB project (program increased from 7 to 
43 classrooms) and supported by the Hamilton Community Foundation ABACUS 
grant. Grade 7/8 students read the books nominated for the Ontario Library 
Association (OLA) Forest of Reading’s (FoR) Red Maple award and blog about their 
reading on the board-wide blog. Students read an average of 2.85 novels in eight 
weeks. In 2016, the lead teacher reported an increase from 6 students reading for 
pleasure in September to 19 in June. Our project will be extended into secondary 
classrooms. We will explore the impact of a sustained FoR program from grades 7-10 
with a team of cross-panel teachers, a librarian, and system support. Our team will 
explore the theory that informs best practice in reading and writing as well as 
instructional practices that impact student engagement such as the impact of having 
an online reading community. 

mailto:lisa.corbett@nearnorthschools.ca
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Marie-Lyne 
Curotte 

Conseil scolaire de district catholique de 
l’Est ontarien 
 
marie-lyne.curotte@csdceo.org 

Développons notre 
vocabulaire mathématique 
en milieu minoritaire! 

Nous souhaitons développer les compétences mathématiques chez nos élèves.  Par 
l'intégration de la technologie dans nos salles de classe, nous souhaitons développer 
le vocabulaire mathématique des élèves afin de mieux les outiller pour la résolution 
de problèmes, tout en développant leur autonomie face à leur apprentissage.  Par 
exemple, par l’utilisation de la robotique, nous souhaitons travailler le déplacement 
et le vocabulaire qui y est relié.  De plus, avec l’utilisation de scratch junior sur 
tablette, les possibilités d’apprentissage en mathématique sont illimitées, que ce soit 
en position et déplacement (1ère année) qu’en sens des opérations (2e année).  De 
plus, étant une école qui mise sur l'apprentissage des élèves du 21e siècle, le fait 
d'avoir accès à la technologie (la robotique et iPads) pendant les centres 
d'apprentissage permet aux élèves de réussir leurs objectifs personnels (par 
l’intermédiaire de tâches authentiques ciblé à l’élève). De plus, ceci permet aux 
élèves de travailler leurs habiletés en numératie comme par exemple, le vocabulaire 
mathématique, l'étude de mots, la résolution de problèmes et en situation de 
recherches de façon autonome et simultanée. De plus, nous allons initier les élèves à 
la programmation. 

Merzak 
Damou 

Conseil des écoles publiques de l’Est de 
l’Ontario 
 
merzak.damou@cepeo.on.ca 

Construire une classe de 
penseurs du 21 siècle  

Le projet s’inspire des résultats probants de la recherche sur les changements à faire 
dans l’environnement physique d’apprentissage pour développer la pensée critique 
chez l’apprenant. Des questions riches et des problèmes riches sont élaborés et 
implémentés dans des classes de mathématiques du cycle intermédiaire. Ces tâches 
authentiques, motivantes et engageantes abordent le curriculum en spirale en 
visitant et en revisitant les concepts visés pour chaque tâche d’apprentissage. Des 
surfaces verticales sont utilisées pour assurer que l’élève reste en action et en mode 
réflexion de façon continue tout au long de l’activité d’apprentissage. Les tâches 
élaborées tiennent compte du continuum le long des quatre années du cycle 
intermédiaire permettant à l’apprenant de vivre une meilleure progression de son 
apprentissage au fil de ces années. L’équipe produira un rapport final qui fera état 
des résultats de la rétroaction reçue. 

mailto:marie-lyne.curotte@csdceo.org
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Mike 
David 

Renfrew County Catholic District School 
Board 
 
mdavid@rccdsb.edu.on.ca 

Development of Lifelong 
Health and Wellness 

In recognizing the wellness crisis from a mental and physical standpoint for our 
students, this project aims to close the gap by developing lifelong health and 
wellness strategies and training staff in our school on the importance and benefits of 
physical exercise in concert with the evidence-based approaches of mindful 
breathing and mindful movement. 
This grant would allow the members of the team to take 2 days to research and 
prepare a unit module for our collective classes in physical education and a 
presentation to be delivered to all the staff on mindful breathing, mindful movement 
and the connection the practice of silence has to both the Catholic faith and the 
Indigenous medicine wheel to add a cultural component to well-being. Finally, it 
would allow us to implement these techniques and ideas in the classrooms of all 
grant participants through mindful motion equipment such as stationary bikes, 
exercise mats, blocks, and the like. 

Murray 
Dee 
 
(original leader 
Drew Boyce) 

Limestone District School Board 
 
boyced@limestone.on.ca 

Collaboration for Inclusion 
#Collab4Inclusion 

Our project is designed for a team of Student Support Educators and Classroom 
Educators to engage in a collaborative inquiry around the effective implementation 
of inclusionary practices. Specifically, the team will deepen their understanding of 
Universal Design for Learning theory and leveraging Co-Teaching strategies as way to 
support students who require intervention. Once a common foundation has been 
established through the participation in an on-line course (Ensuring Success for All 
from the Harvard Graduate School of Education) and a book study (Elevating Co-
Teaching Through UDL by Elizabeth Stein), Student Support Educators and Classroom 
Educators will pair up and engage in 3 learning cycles over the course of the school 
year. The learning cycles will involve working collaboratively in and out of the 
classroom to devise a plan that works toward the mandate of reaching every 
student. After each learning cycle, the team will come together and follow a 
professional learning community protocol to share observations, reflect on successes 
and challenges, and develop a plan to move the learning forward for the next 
learning cycle.  

Stacey 
DeSmedt 

Grand Erie District School Board 
 
stacey.desmedt@granderie.ca 

Improving the Math Mindset 
Through Mathematical 
Leadership and STEM 
Discovery 

Teachers will learn to use new manipulatives and technology and have time to 
practice with them. Teachers will reflect in a professional learning community about 
how to incorporate these tools into our existing programs. We will be supported by 
the fact that we are in the same building. Ed Tech Teacher Support Staff and Math 
Coaches within our board will be asked to help lead the in-service. Being that our 
school is dual-track, a goal will be to find effective resources that can be used in both 
the French Immersion classrooms and the English Language classrooms. 
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Melanie 
Di Carlantonio 

Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School 
Board 
 
melanie.dicarlantonio@dpcdsb.org  

Meaningful Engagement in 
the Ontario Math Curriculum 
through Coding, Robotics and 
Computational Thinking  

We will: 

• Learn about using coding to support math pedagogy and teaching of the Ontario 
Math Curriculum, computational thinking, mathematical reasoning, and 21st 
Century skills/competencies. 

• Learn about Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge (TPACK). 

• Use coding & technology to support transformative learning, modification and 
redefinition of learning (SAMR). 

• Support well-being and achievement of students through meaningful 
engagement in learning and innovation, provide equity of access to students of 
different races, genders, abilities, socio-economic status who may not otherwise 
have access to similar opportunities. 

• Research pedagogy related to coding & computational thinking, why it’s 
important, apply learning in our classrooms, develop strategies and resources, 
and share our learning and resources with others throughout Ontario (and 
beyond!). 

• Why? “Coding is a fundamental computational thinking skill of the modern 
world…. Coding is an employable skill that teachers students to solve problems, 
take risks, think critically and logically while being empowered to fail in a safe 
environment” (edugains.ca). 

Matthew 
Dick 

Keewatin-Patricia District School Board 
 
matthew.dick@kpdsb.on.ca  

Creativity, Problem solving, 
21 century Technology  

We want to bring teachers and students together to enhance and greater inspire 
students to excel. Instead of removing teachers from their classroom I plan on going 
to them working with and alongside one another. Subject to change and not limited 
to: I would work with English, Tech design and Art teachers, as students design their 
ideas for 4 robots in the school. By a school wide vote, 4 robots would be selected. 
Each robot will be built in the manufacturing/wood shop using the logo and design, 
for t-shirts, stickers and banners for advertising. Along the way students will use 
math and science skills to build, problem solve and test the robot with help from the 
teachers and the computer technician at the school. The coding class students would 
work together to program the robot to complete a variety of challenges. Finally, 
fundraise to bring community together for the first robot challenge. 

Jason 
Doble 

Avon Maitland District School Board 
 
jason.doble@ed.amdsb.ca 

Using Coding and Robotics to 
create an open inquiry 
environment 

We will purchase a variety of technologies to help promote 21st century skill 
development (LEGO Mindstorm kits for intro to design and block coding, Vex for 
intermediate, and Arduinos to promote open inquiry tasks. The release time will 
allow us to become trained on the use of all platforms and better understand how to 
support all learners. We will also be able to collaborate with other educators and 
professionals to develop a collection of open inquiry tasks and techniques to 
promote STEAM skill development in our Science/Robotics club and IDC course. 
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Dianne 
Dreef 

Ottawa-Carleton District School Board 
 
dianne.dreef@ocdsb.ca 

Computer Coding and 
Computational Thinking - -
Connections to the Secondary 
Curriculum for Grade 9 Math 
and Science 

Our plan: 

• Research coding and its connection to mathematics and computational thinking 
in grade 9 applied and academic Math and Science courses. 

• Explore which tools and languages to use, and look for modification and 
redefinition tasks following the SAMR model. 

• Teachers participate in professional development to increase experience with 
coding. 

• Co-create activities, co-teach and debrief an activity that involves solving 
problems with coding. 

• Ongoing pedagogical documentation (anecdotal surveys, pictures, video, quotes, 
sample of student work, before, during and after activities). 

• Interview teachers about their professional growth. 

• Analyse and compare student course choices for the following year, compared to 
similar grade 9 students in years past. 

• Share our learning with teachers at our school (department and staff meeting, 
grade 7 & 8 teachers), board (in collaboration with the Tech Coach and while 
coaching other schools interested in a similar approach, inviting math leads from 
other schools) and province (presenting at OAME, social media). 

Janet 
D'Silva 

Peel District School Board 
 
janet.dsilva@peelsb.com 

Learner2Leader Our project goal is to deepen our understanding of how students can better show 
their thinking and learning of literacy skills. By selecting meaning-making literacy 
tasks, we will foster students’ development of 21st Century Competencies. Our plan 
is to share these practices with our colleagues through student led lit-tech teams. 
Grade 5 students will teach innovative literacy practices to students in primary 
grades. Student learning will be shared during assemblies and with parents. We will 
share our learning beyond our school by using social media to document our 
progress, blogging about reflections on our learning and sharing our learning with 
parents at Parent Council meetings. We would like to present at our Board 
Empowering Modern Learner’s conference. We hope to develop technology-based 
literacy thinking routines that are effective and shareable with peers. 
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Martine 
Engel 

Lakehead District School Board 
 
martine_engel@lakehesdschools.ca 

The R.E.A.C.H. Project 
(Readiness, Efficacy, 
Achievement, Culture, 
Holistic) 

We plan on: 

• Researching and Visiting trauma-informed schools, and bringing in specialists to 
inform our practices. 

• Engaging in activities that allow us and our student population to build (or build 
upon) identity. 

• Engage in a dialogue with others who are doing this work to discuss best 
practices. 

• Develop safe spaces throughout our schools where students can get themselves 
into a place where they are ready to learn. 

• Develop a student voice council in the schools so that student voice is heard 
throughout the project. 

• Share our learning between schools in a collaborative-inquiry model. 

• Share our learning board-wide and with the community (Faculty of Education) to 
build capacity. 

Kate 
Fortney 

Wellington Catholic District School 
Board 
 
kathryn.fortney@wellingtoncdsb.ca 

Creating a Thinking 
Classroom" by Defronting the 
Classroom Using Vertical 
Non-Permanent Surfaces and 
Unique Classroom 
Configurations 

• The group will meet to research and plan lessons that incorporate VNPS and 
different classroom configurations to support building a "Thinking Classroom". 

• The group will use the lesson plans and incorporate the 10 key concepts in their 
classrooms. 

• The group will meet again to review the implementation of VNPS into their 
lessons and develop next steps for their classes and lessons. 

• Students will be surveyed to get feedback regarding their experiences with VNPS 
and changing classroom configurations. 

• Members of the group will present the learning and lesson plans from their 
research and implementation with their departments. 

• Members will present research and provide tools to the entire staff at staff 
meetings. 

Hugues Boris 
Fotso 

Conseil scolaire public du Grand Nord 
de l'Ontario 
 
hugues.borisfotso@cspgno.ca 

Les bienfaits de 
l'environnement naturel dans 
le contexte scolaire 

Nous allons mettre en œuvre, quotidiennement, des situations d'apprentissage en 
plein air, dans le but d'améliorer les performances académiques, la créativité et la 
capacité de résolution de problèmes, de réduire les troubles d'apprentissage et de 
l'attention et d'augmenter l'activité physique et le bien-être global chez les élèves et 
le personnel. Nous allons installer des airs d'apprentissage qui stimulent la diversité 
d'exercices et de jeu et qui contribuent à la santé des enfants. Les activités planifiées 
seront centrées sur les études sociales, les sciences, les arts, les mathématiques, la 
littératie et le développement moteur. Nous allons établir des jardins autochtones 
traditionnels et un tepee authentique afin d'enseigner et de valoriser les peuples des 
Premières Nations, Métis et Inuits. Nous allons mettre en œuvre des projets de 
jardinage et d'alimentation, ce tout en utilisant une approche pédagogique afin de 
permettre aux élèves de découvrir leur style d'apprentissage et leur force 
académique.  
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Lisa 
Fox 

Lambton Kent District School Board 
 
Lisa.Fox@lkdsb.net  

North Lambton Family of 
Schools Science-Math 
Connect  

Teachers from Grades 6, 7, 8 and 9 in the North Lambton family of schools will 
investigate science curriculum in grades 6 to 9 that requires mathematics to solve 
problems. For example, Biodiversity is taught in Grade 6 science, as well as Grade 9. 
Curriculum expectations can be aligned so that teaching does not overlap. Inclusion 
of the mathematic skills of counting (species), proportion, estimating and 
extrapolation will allow students to investigate an area close to their school with the 
object of understanding good stewardship of the natural world. Projects will be 
chosen based on curriculum expectations and student interest.  

Michael 
Frankfort 

York Region District School Board 
 
Michael.Frankfort@yrdsb.ca 

Integration of Robotics Into 
All Strands of Elementary 
Mathematics 

We would like to try out different ways of using robotics in all five strands of math in 
the primary, junior and intermediate divisions. We hope to share our process and 
resources from this project via blogs, social media and presentations/workshops in 
schools, professional development opportunities and conferences (such as Ontario 
Association for Mathematics Education (OAME), the York Region District School 
Board's Quest Conference, and the Centre for Education in Mathematics and 
Computer (CEMC) at the University of Waterloo). 

Julie 
Gant 

Ottawa Catholic School Board 
 
Julie.Gant@ocsb.ca 

We All Belong Our leadership team will oversee and assist to implement the following: 

• Provide platform to share ideas and activities. 

• Help seek funding support ($$ and/or fundraising ideas). 

• Seek and encourage cross curricular collaboration for deep learning 
opportunities in the community. 

• Initiate a buddy/peer system focusing on integrating newcomers into school 
initiatives and activities. 

• Research funding opportunities: school board; community; municipal, provincial 
and federal government programs to support our deep learning experiences. 

• Research best practices for making newcomers to feel safe and welcome (at 
other schools, other school boards and in other communities). 

• Provide a platform for newcomers to have a student voice. 

• Implement the following new activities: sharing circles, showcase - art, music 
and culture of newcomers; community multicultural event/dinner. 

Jen 
Gilpin 

Lambton Kent District School Board 
 
jennifer.gilpin@lkdsb.net 

First Nations Exchange: 
Fostering Cultural Learning 
Partnerships in the 
21stCentury  

We want to establish a learning community that includes two schools, four 
classrooms, and two First Nations reserves to understand the Truth and 
Reconciliation’s Calls to Action in a local context. We hope to create learning 
partnerships that allow a cultural exchange in physical and virtual settings. We will 
explore the connections between the Calls to Action and the Ontario Curriculum 
Grades 1 - 4 to create artefacts that can be shared with other educators. 

mailto:Lisa.Fox@lkdsb.net
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Andrée 
Girard 

Conseil des écoles catholiques du 
Centre-Est 
 
giraran@ecolecatholique.ca 

La salle multisensorielle Créer une salle multisensorielle pour tous les élèves et le personnel de l'école Terre-
des-Jeunes dans le but d'offrir une approche sensorielle aux enfants hypersensibles 
ou hyposensibles aux stimuli de l'environnement. Le milieu prévoit une variété 
d'ambiances, d'échelles et de stimulations sensorielles afin de répondre aux besoins 
spécifiques de chacun. Ces moments de bien-être, de détente et de plaisir 
engendreront la bienveillance et une santé mentale équilibrée. Un environnement 
qu’on peut qualifier de magique, paisible, apaisant et surréel. Rendre accessible un 
espace sécurisant où l'élève peut atteindre un épanouissement sensoriel, par des 
effets lumineux, de la musique, des sons, des odeurs, des textures, etc. Cela permet à 
la personne de vivre une situation de libre choix dans le respect, où il n’y a ni risque 
d’échec ni jugement ni évaluation. Chaque personne s'en sort soulagée et énergisée 
à sa manière selon ses besoins pour ensuite être disposée à construire des 
apprentissages en profondeurs dans un état d'esprit de développement et résilience. 

Christina 
Glover 

York Catholic District School Board 
 
christina.glover@ycdsb.ca 

Effective Use of Technology 
and Robotics in Classrooms 

In our ongoing effort to better enable our students for higher education and careers 
in STEM, we have been purchasing technology that employs software abilities and 
skills, and a willingness to use and in some cases build technology. Unfortunately we 
have not had the time to learn the skills required to teach these technologies, and to 
establish processes for access, use and evaluation. Our plan is to first learn how to 
use the technologies (Mindstorm, Sphero, Dash and Dot, Osmos) we have available in 
our schools. Secondly, we will determine how these technologies are best made 
accessible for teacher and student use. Next will be the determination of the best 
practices for integrating these technologies into the curriculum. This will include 
lesson plans where possible. Finally we will consider the best methods to evaluate 
student success with respect to implementation of these technologies. Our learnings 
will be shared across our schools, our board and the province through presentations, 
google conferences and workshops.  This project supports YCDSB's Innovation and 
Improvement Learning Cycle for Student Achievement and Well-Being (SILCSAW) in 
all areas embedding the Catholic virtues and Ontario Catholic Graduate Expectations 
(CGE). 
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Laryssa 
Gorecki 

Toronto Catholic District School Board 
 
laryssa.gorecki@tcdsb.org 

Cultivating Community: A 
collaborative, arts-based 
initiative towards 
Reconciliation. 

Our objective is to bring together First Nations community artists with non-
Indigenous youth and settler educators for a collaborative initiative that honours 
Treaty relationships, celebrates unity and invites a pathway towards Reconciliation. 
Our research indicates that an extraordinary experience with art enables educators 
and participants to examine multiple, shifting meanings of culture and communities 
(Greene 1995). We endeavour to learn more about how art is used as an educative 
tool in Native Studies classrooms throughout the province. We would like to visit and 
dialogue with both settler-educators as well as First Nations, Métis and Inuit (where 
possible) educators from various school boards to seek guidance and inspiration so 
that we may infuse our practices with arts-based strategies to help us understand 
how Canadians are utilizing art as a form of Reconciliation. We would like to invite 
Indigenous artists to work on a creative initiative in our school and/or Board on a 
mural project. We hope to include ourselves and our students in a collaborative 
inquiry to follow and assess our growth, learning and transformation. 

Tiffany 
Goulet 

The Northwest Catholic District School 
Board 
 
tgoulet@tncdsb.on.ca 

The Mindful Movement: A 
journey toward self-
regulation and emotional 
literacy 

Our project includes: 

• Book study on Self-Reg by Stuart Shanker. 

• Conferences: mindfulness, self-reg, yoga. 

• Implementation and practice in our classrooms and divisions. 

• Developing videos, audio mindfulness practices/meditations, guided meditation 
scripts in English and French. 

• Purchasing a bank of equipment, books and tools to support the school wide 
implementation of this work. 

• Sharing with other schools in our board and with our parent community. 

Lisa 
Guenette-
Bergeron 

Northeastern Catholic District School 
Board 
 
lbergeron@necdsb.ca 

CREATE, PRODUCE, 
INSPIRE...21st Century 
Learning in Action! 

We intend to learn about, determine the benefits of, and reflect on the successes 
and difficulties of having a Makerspace in the classroom. A Makerspace is a place 
where students can gather to create, invent, tinker, explore and discover using a 
variety of tools and materials. Students will have the opportunity to use robotics, 
simple computers, invention kits, traditional building materials, etc. to explore 
curriculum expectations through grades 5 and 8 classrooms. Group members 
(teachers) will learn how to use Makerspace materials, investigate how they can be 
used within curriculum guidelines, reflect on how they can encourage students in 
STEM/STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, mathematics) subjects and 
engage students with hands on learning. We will also be extending the use of this 
Makerspace to clubs at lunchtime recess.  
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Julia 
Hale 

Limestone District School Board 
 
halejr@limestone.on.ca  

Retrain your Brain in the 
Class, 15 Minutes at a Time  

We will: 

• Investigate and evaluate a variety of purchasable programs for brain 
“retraining”. Evaluate for accessibility, time to deliver, backed by research. With 
the final goal of finding a program which could be delivered in classrooms: 
approximately 15 minutes a day over a 3-month period. 

• Conduct benchmark tests in attention and processing speed beforehand. 

• Purchase the program. 

• Administer the program as a “body break” for 15 minutes each day. 

• Throughout the process keep track of journals (students) and staff observations. 
Publish findings and process to a blog. 

• Conduct follow-up tests after the 3-month period. 

• Reflect and report. Is there a place for “Cognitive Therapy” as part of a regular 
school day and can real gains be observed in student capacity for attention or 
processing speed? Furthermore - if gains are observed - what changes, if any, are 
observed in student behaviour. 

Debbie 
Halverson 

Huron-Superior Catholic District School 
Board  
 
Debbie.Halverson@hscdsb.on.ca  

Reader Leaders • Effective Instruction: Teachers will deliver a balanced literacy program within 
their classrooms in alignment with our Board’s Literacy Plan, which will include 
read aloud, shared reading/writing, guided reading/writing and independent 
reading/writing.  

• Assessment: Teachers will use ongoing assessments to track student progress 
and to have groups that are flexible and fluid throughout the year.  

• Intervention: Further targeted intervention will be provided for students at-risk 
and students with learning disabilities. 

• Collaboration: Participants will collaborate and work as a team in meeting the 
particular needs of each child through guided reading lessons. Educational 
Assistants and Tutors in the classroom will be trained to implement literacy 
strategies to meet the needs of small groups of students.  

• Leadership: Primary students, will demonstrate leadership skills, for student led 
conferences, family nights and showcasing of their learning. Intermediate 
students will receive training to support reading in the primary division based on 
their leadership development through the Leader in Me process.  

• Technology: Use of technology to redefine authentic tasks to improve student 
engagement and motivation. 

• Family Support: To develop a reading incentive program to motivate and 
encourage the development of reading skills at home and a love for reading. 
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Nansi 
Harris 

Kawartha Pine Ridge District School 
Board 
 
nansi_harris@kprdsb.ca 

Full Circle: Communication, 
Collaboration, Compassion 
and Courage in Mathematics 
Learning 

Our project has 5 KEY components: Integration of Grandfather Teachings with the 
development of Mathematical Mindsets, development of 21 Century Competencies 
(Communication, Citizenship, and Collaboration), Use of Productive Math Talk 
Moves, Implementation of Collaborative Learning Structures for Mathematics, and 
Use of IPads and interactive Whiteboard App (Explain Everything) to document and 
assess student thinking and learning.  
Our plan is to:  

• Meet together to develop our understanding of pedagogy, apps, structures etc. 

• Establish learning goals and criteria for students and teachers. 

• Develop a lesson sequence that scaffolds our learnings. 

• Implement the lessons - observe one another teaching. 

• Document the learning. 

• Meet back reflect on student learning based on (Strengths and Weakness). 

• Plan a next cycle based on student assessments. 

• Share and extend our learning via digital artefacts, Edsby, School Board Teaching 
and Learning Site, Blogs, Twitter, Workshops and Conference participation 
(OAME). 

Deborah 
Hayne 

Niagara Children's Centre School 
Authority 
 
deborah.hayne@niagarachildrenscentre.com 

Where is My Pencil?: An 
Investigation of Adaptive 
Writing Technologies for 
Children with Multiple 
Physical Exceptionalities   

We plan on: 

• Investigation of writing technologies currently being utilized by Niagara Catholic 
District School Board and DSBN. 

• Professional development for three special education classroom teachers on 
access methodologies of the above software for children with multiple physical 
exceptionalities. 

• Implementation of adapted writing technology with students (teaching students 
to utilize writing technology to support the writing learning process). 

• Data collection of student work, portfolios, video tape and photographs. 

• Reflections on the teaching and learning process to drive further instructional 
practices. 

• Sharing information learned with school staff and staff members in the two 
coterminous school boards. 
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Meaghan 
Hegarty 

Peterborough Victoria Northumberland 
and Clarington Catholic District School 
Board 
 
mehegarty@pvnccdsb.on.ca 

Creating a Community of 
Coders 

We plan to: 

• Provide professional development to a group of Grade 8 teachers on how to 
implement coding in the classroom using Swift Playground.  

• Co-develop a series of lessons that lead to a product, such as a game or app.  

• Invite Grade 8 classes to the secondary school once a week for five weeks to 
share their learning and receive a lesson and assignment related to coding. They 
will then work on the assignment on shared iPads (1 per pair of students) at their 
own school for the rest of the week. At the end of each week, students and 
teachers will share their learning on a shared blog.  

• At the end of the five week session, each pair of students should have created an 
app or game on their iPad using Swift Playground that they can then present to 
another class in their school during a showcase.  

• Monitor enrollment in computer science courses at the secondary level over the 
next two years to determine whether introducing coding at a younger age 
impacts student engagement and learning in computer science.  

• Gather teachers for another day to discuss experience and create a compilation 
of the journey documented on the shared blog for publication; include co-
constructed lesson plans. Share via blog and TLLP community (and any other 
opportunities, such as conferences and in-services).  

Lisa 
Helmuth 
 
(original leader 
Kate 
Matthews) 

Avon Maitland District School Board  
 
katherine.matthews@ed.amdsb.ca  

Digital Breakout Activities in 
the FSL classroom  

My project plan involves using Google Chromebooks in order to work on Digital 
Classroom Breakout activities. Digital Breakout activities provide access to learning 
subject-specific information through a variety of differentiated instructional and 
learning techniques. Implementation of this type of activity is also cross-curricular 
and could be shared among colleagues at both the school, Board and possibly 
provincial level (via online communities). Students are forced to connect previously 
learned information to problem-solving techniques sometimes with little to no 
additional assistance.  

Lindy 
Henderson 

Keewatin-Patricia District School Board 
 
lindy.henderson@kpdsb.on.ca 

Collaborative Inquiry through 
STEAM and Real-World 
Connections 

By digging deeper into collaborative inquiry as a learning team, we hope to 
encourage creativity and innovation by empowering students to bring to life their 
own 3-Dimensional projects. 3D printing allows teachers in many subject areas to 
differentiate instruction through product creation and to allow students to learn by 
doing through project-based learning. For example, in geography, students will bring 
topographical maps to life; in math, students will turn a net into a 3D shape, in 
media, package design and advertising strategies will be explored; and in interior 
design, designing model houses will be a goal. In addition, we are looking at an 
opportunity to co-teach a course/subject area in January 2019 with a grade 7 and 11 
class. (For example, grade 7 Science and Communications Technology TGJ3O). The 
collaborative inquiry approach and an introduction to project-based learning will be 
integral in this cross-curricular, cross-panel learning opportunity. 

mailto:katherine.matthews@ed.amdsb.ca
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Jennifer 
Hinrichs  

Grand Erie District School Board 
 
Jennifer.hinrichs@granderie.ca  

Supporting Mathematics 
Instruction and Learning with 
Digital Ink  

Students often put computers away during math time utilizing SEA equipment or 
class computers for writing or research, but, not as frequently for math note-taking 
support. As well students using SEA equipment in the Grand Erie District School 
board are not currently provided with stylus pens. Recent research suggests that 
digital inking may help to support memory retention. Digital ink tools include: an 
interactive ruler that intuitively helps students draw and measure straight lines, 
measure angles, highlighting tools and fine arts tools. Our project is designed to 
empower teachers and students with Learning Disabilities to learn how to use these 
tools together to support student achievement. The focus will involve 3 teachers and 
3 students identified (through IPRC) or on an IEP modified in math curriculum, from 
Jr and Intermediate grade levels. The project will produce resources and learning 
stories (Flipgrid & Sway) created by teachers and students; focusing on how to 
harness digital inking tools to support student learning.  

Maya 
Holson 

Rainbow District School Board 
 
holsonm@rainbowschools.ca 

Mental Health Education 
Plans: A Proactive Approach 
to Accommodating Student 
Well-Being  

The project will focus on the development, implementation and sustainability of 
Mental Health Education Plans (similar to Individual Education Plans) for students 
demonstrating mental wellness needs. A framework of communication with 
definitive responses will be developed, where there will be procedures for teachers, 
students, parents, and administrators in order to promote student wellness and 
success. Once successfully implemented, the goal will be to expand this program into 
schools within the Rainbow District School Board, and then beyond. Teachers 
working on this project will become better informed of strategies that support the 
mental wellness of individual students, by meeting with social workers and agencies, 
attending conferences, and communicating with other boards about their initiatives. 
First, teacher knowledge will be improved upon, and next a framework for 
communication and Mental Health Education Plans will developed and practiced. 
Evidence for this project will be provided by anecdotal data, student achievement 
and credit accumulation, and an improved framework of communication with parent 
feedback. 

mailto:Jennifer.hinrichs@granderie.ca
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Chelsea 
Ito 
 
(original leader 
Craig 
McQuilkie) 

Halton District School Board  
 
mcquilkiec@hdsb.ca 

Elementary Technological 
Education: Hands-On Inquiry 

The primary aspect of our project focuses on student engagement, achievement and 
overall school culture. If we focus on the cross-curricular integration of design and 
technology, problem-based tasks, with deliberate links to Mathematics and Science, 
then we will be creating an environment that engages students and encourages 
critical thinking and the development of problem solving skills. As a team, we will 
develop grade specific tasks and programming that directly links Mathematics and 
open-ended inquiry-based Design and Technology projects and learning to drive 
student engagement. By developing teacher competence and confidence in the 
implementation of hands-on, inquiry-based projects, teachers will create a learning 
environment that promotes student success in negotiating contextualized, real world 
application problem solving tasks. A guiding principle for this TLLP is to increase 
teacher’s capacity to safely integrate student hand tool use, manage materials, 
manage student interactions and behaviours and institute overall student safety as 
teachers develop student inquiry within the classroom through a combination of 
direct instruction, co-planning/co-teaching, project design sessions teachers will 
meet the goals of this TLLP. 

Sarah 
Jackett 

Wellington Catholic District School 
Board 
 
sarah.jackett@wellingtoncdsb.ca 

It's CODE Outside! As Kindergarten teachers, we believe that the environment as the third teacher is 
vital to the developmental learning stages of all Kindergarten learners. Coding is a 
relevant and important skill to learn and use; it will continue to be important when 
our students enter the workforce. Our plan is to take both of these elements and 
combine them into rich opportunities for our students. We will further our 
knowledge through professional learning conferences, experts, articles, blogs, and 
collaboration with one another. We will then take our learning directly into our 
outdoor classrooms using new materials and knowledge. 

Alvin 
Jugoon 
 
(original leader 
was Padmakala 
Mohan) 

Greater Essex County District School 
Board 
 
padma.mohan@publicboard.ca 

Using Lego Robotics as a Tool 
to Facilitate Problem-based 
Learning and Promote STEM 
Innovation at the Elementary 
Level. 

Our goal is to collaborate with 12 Grade 7/8 teachers and develop problem based 
learning models for teaching EV3 robotics programming and solving various 
challenges using EV3 robotics kits. 
We will Implement the learning models by organizing one workshop for the 
elementary school teachers, one workshop for teachers with their students (4 to 6 
students from each school) and as a culminating task, organize final Inter-school 
Robotics competition.  
High school students will be involved in mentoring and coaching the elementary 
school students. 
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Kristina 
Kaldchibachi 

Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School 
Board 
 
Kristina.Kaldchibachi@dpcdsb.org 

Math Cross Curriculum 
Spiralling – Enhancing 
Delivery of Curriculum  

Our project includes: 

• Transition planning with associate elementary schools, diagnostics to access 
student readiness in math. 

• Creation of individual learner profiles.  

• Analyzing EQAO results (both past and current). 

• Use of personal and intentional personalized remediation (why this learning, for 
this student, at this time?). 

• Use of technology for assessment FOR/AS/OF learning in the math classroom, 
(i.e. daily exit tickets to assess student. readiness after each lesson and then 
used to inform instruction for the next lesson). 

• Online resources available to students to check their progress throughout the 
course. 

• Transition from linear course planning to a spiraling format. 

• Non-semester grade 9 courses (applied and academic) courses to ensure the 
retention of information when moving on and provide an opportunity to bridge 
the learning gap. 

• Gender specific math classes. 

Michael 
Kearns 

Waterloo Catholic District School Board 
 
Michael.kearns@wcdsb.ca  

Developing Interactive, 
Engaging Learning through e 
and m (mobile) Learning 
courseware, Simulation and 
Gamification.  

We will: 

• Familiarize ourselves with Articulate 360 through a one-year subscription of the 
software. 

• Read and look at examples currently available in simulation and gamification, as 
well as the latest academic literature on the subject. 

• Build simulations and gamification opportunities using Articulate both for 
support of in-classroom games and simulations, and also fully digital games and 
simulations. 

• Track the effectiveness of these learning opportunities in real time through 
Google Form Exit Cards for those lessons, focusing on student retention and 
engagement, and compare data on before and after results in student 
achievement and skill development. 

• Take these results and creations and present them at conferences both within 
the board and beyond, including BIT#18 in the fall of 2018 and the OBEA Spring 
Conference in the spring of 2018. 

• Create a database of learning objects to share with the board and others. 

mailto:Kristina.Kaldchibachi@dpcdsb.org
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Kimberley 
Kelley 

Thames Valley District School Board 
 
K.Kelley@tvdsb.on.ca 

Voice and Choice: Using 
Technology to Develop 21st 
Century Skills in the Primary 
Classroom 

As Primary teachers in highly ELL populated schools, we see first-hand the variables 
that can inhibit young learners from achieving their true potential due to the lack of 
variation in how they are able to demonstrate their learning. Educating younger 
reluctant learners who come from lower socioeconomic backgrounds has also been 
an apparent norm that we would like to be a part of changing. We believe we can 
inspire positive change within these two specific groups by providing them with 
various learning opportunities to express their voice and offer choice in how they 
present their learning through digital technology. Although these are our target 
groups, the other students encompassed within our embedded practice will also 
benefit from the goals and best practices outlined in our project. 

Brandon 
Koebel 

Bruce-Grey Catholic District School 
Board 
 
brandon_koebel@bgcdsb.org 

VNPS: From Tool to 
Transformation 

Vertical Non-Permanent Surfaces (VNPS) have become a trend in Ontario classrooms. 
The use of this tool has been examined in regards to mathematical idea sharing and 
group problem solving (Liljedahl, 2015). This TLLP project focuses on expanding 
current knowledge and practices around VNPS in secondary mathematics, with a 
specific focus on assessment best practices. Questions for exploration include: How 
does student learning on VNPS translate to written assessments? How should 
student work be assessed on VNPS? Can technology support VNPS and increase 
student independent learning and student self-assessments? Teacher professional 
development will explore best practices from other Boards, recent literature and 
leaders in the field of VNPS. Co-constructed rich learning tasks and assessment 
strategies will be designed, implemented and evaluated in collaboration with all 
members of the Math Department and student focus groups. Students will document 
their VNPS learning using images and an online digital portfolio platform which will 
serve as an ongoing reflective tool.  

Matt 
Kovacs 

Halton Catholic District School Board 
 
mk@hcdsb.org 

Harnessing student 
Innovation and Creativity to 
enhance Communication in 
the 21st Century 

We will: 

• Evaluate the specific needs in order to design an App that can improve 
communication with the community.  

• Develop the App for Android and iOS platforms in order to reach as wide of an 
audience as possible. 

• Incorporate the use of Beacons to bring the app "Alive" through real-time 
physical interactions with smart devices. 

• Incorporate into the App: Videos, Indoor maps for navigation, Daily 
Announcements, School Calendar, and more. 

• Incorporate student and staff perspective throughout the Design Process by 
acquiring feedback. 

• Develop meaningful community relationships (e.g. Halton Tech under 20). 

• Create a sustainable plan that can be reproduced. 

• Share our results and framework with other schools so that it can be replicated 
should the project yield positive results. 

mailto:K.Kelley@tvdsb.on.ca
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Wojtek 
Kubicki 

Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School 
Board 
 
Wojtek.Kubicki@dpcdsb.org 

Digital Math and Science 
Classroom Project  

This project will create a fully digital and paper-reduced classroom with a focus on 
delivering the Secondary Science and Math Curriculum. The Ontario Ministry of 
Education outlined a set of 21st Century Competencies for schools to use as guiding 
principles to foster student development of high-tech skills; however, teachers in our 
school are experiencing challenges in fully embracing digital technology in Math and 
Science classes. Such challenges include discovering and adapting new innovative 
uses for digital technology, hardware integration, and professional learning 
opportunities. Although there is new technology available in Ontario schools, there 
continues to be a reliance on paper-focused work, lessons, and practice, and student 
learning is heavily reliant on the lesson-textbook-homework model. To meet the 
challenges of transforming our delivery of math and science, we will create a 
classroom that focuses on innovation, creativity, student engagement, problem 
solving, easy access to whiteboards (360°) and digital tools. Four teachers will deliver 
four different math and science courses from one classroom. This room will be 
equipped with a class set of laptops (Chromebooks), and will be designed to foster 
building student skills that meet the Ministry’s 21st Century Competencies. 

Katie 
Kueneman 
 
(original leader 
Nichole Batte) 

Bruce-Grey Catholic District School 
Board 
 
nicole_batte@bgcdsb.org 

Documenting and Assessing 
Makerspace Learning in 
English & Core French 
Classrooms 

We hope to collaboratively develop rich learning opportunities that embed Global 
Competencies and 21st Century Skills in our Makerspaces and explicitly connect 
them to our Ontario Curriculum Expectations. Next, we will develop tool(s) to 
effectively document and assess the learning happening in our Makerspace (in 
English and French), giving teachers an accessible tool to help name the learning 
happening. Finally, through the active involvement of Core French teachers, we hope 
to create an inviting and engaging learning space for Core French classes to enjoy to 
help provide them with authentic opportunities to practice oral language in French  

Kendra 
Lawrence 

Durham District School Board 
 
kendral.lawrence@ddsb.ca  

Developing Student Language 
Proficiency in FSL: developing 
a CEFR-inspired language 
continuum to support 
student assessment and 
achievement  

We will: 

• Research and deconstruct the various CEFR related activities and assessment 
tools already available within the province of Ontario. 

• Develop models and tools that consolidate assessment practices and standards: 
o Develop a continuum of French language proficiency designed to 

identify and develop the quality of the students’ use of French. 
o Develop assessment tools and exemplars for gauging student 

proficiency with the French language in conjunction with both the 
Ontario Curriculum achievement charts and the CEFR style assessment 
and evaluation models. 

o Create and moderate assessment tasks that can be used to scaffold 
student learning and ensure proficiency as students’ progress through 
their French program. 
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Jennifer 
Lemieux 

Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School 
Board 
 
jlemieux@smcdsb.on.ca 

A Cultural Shift Through 
Student-Driven, Project-
Based Learning  

Tasks would be designed with the specific purpose of empowering students through 
various opportunities with the goal of improving school culture. Initiatives that could 
be explored include (but are not limited to): improving the relationship with our 
immediate school surroundings (stores, eateries, etc…), creating an outdoor space 
for the student body, creating and viewing student-delivered Ted Talks , marketing 
and branding our school values and expectations, and increasing staff engagement. 
Classes that would be used to design and implement project-based initiatives could 
include: the Gr. 11 Leadership Class, the Gr. 11 Communication Technology class, the 
Gr. 11 Marketing class or a Gr. 10 Business class, a senior Religion class. In addition, 
clubs such as Panther Student Union photography and video would be utilized for 
their specific skill sets. Students must learn that creating a positive climate is a 
shared responsibility, not only within our school community, but also within the 
global community. To ensure this message is communicated consistently, guest 
speakers will help our TLLP team to reinforce these truths from both secular and 
Catholic perspectives. Guest speakers will be invited into the school at regular 
intervals throughout a semester to inspire students, and to remind them of the 
benefits of consistently working towards the common goal of achieving and 
maintaining a positive school culture.  

Michael 
Leonard 

Waterloo Catholic District School Board 
 
michael.leonard@wcdsb.ca  

Developing Deeper Learning 
Competencies in 
Mathematics  

At the beginning of the 2017 school year (September/October) we will take time to 
learn The Deeper Learning Competency Development and what the use of 3D 
Printer, Sphero, and Scratch Coding technology will look like in a math class. From 
November to June we will visit 16 schools to share what we have learned about this 
technology and how it can be incorporated into the Junior and Intermediate math 
classrooms. Release time will be provided to junior and intermediate divisions of 
interested schools so teachers can meet and explore this technology. Kits will then be 
left at the school for teachers to allow their students to create, explore and share 
their learning. Challenges and lessons will be posted by us on a shared Google Drive 
folder for teachers and students to try in their math classes and teachers will 
document student creations, solutions, develop new challenges, as well as, share on 
our project on Twitter, YouTube Channel, and in our Shared Google Folder. 

Andrea 
Leroux 

Huron-Perth Catholic District School 
Board 
 
aleroux@hpcdsb.ca 

Warriors of Wellness Our project has two phases. One is to work with all interested staff to develop a 
personal Christian meditation practice of their own. Once established, staff will be 
able to bring this form of prayer to their students and our school community. In 
complement to this, we will have some staff trained in trauma-informed counselling 
and grief recovery. This will allow trained staff to provide information to the entire 
staff related to grief from loss and will help us to facilitate work with individuals, 
groups, and our larger school community when it comes to grief recovery. Once we 
have established this within our own school, we will be able to explore how we can 
implement this learning and practice in our elementary schools as well. 

mailto:jlemieux@smcdsb.on.ca
mailto:michael.leonard@wcdsb.ca
mailto:aleroux@hpcdsb.ca
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Chantal 
Lévesque 

Conseil scolaire Viamonde 
 
levesquec@csviamonde.ca 

Environnement extérieur 
comme 3e enseignant 

• Aménager l’extérieur, le rendre accessible aux élèves (autonomie, organisation), 
par des éléments naturels tels que des structures naturelles, des branches de 
différentes longueurs pour des constructions de toutes sortes ; des cailloux, etc. 
ainsi qu’un espace de rangement extérieur pour le matériel. 

• Créer des situations d’apprentissage authentiques avec du matériel naturel afin 
de couvrir les attentes des différents curriculums. 

• Développer les compétences du 21e siècle à travers la résolution de problème et 
l’innovation (provocations, enquêtes, problèmes ouverts). 

• Inculquer les 7 fondements des premières nations pour que chaque enfant 
s’approprie notre environnement (respect de l’environnement et des animaux 
du territoire de l’île de la tortue). 

• Rendre les apprentissages de toutes les matières reliées (intégration des 
matières). 

• Écouter la voix des élèves : choix du matériel, les situations et les scénarios 
d’apprentissage selon leurs besoins et leurs intérêts en leur offrant des défis à 
leur mesure et des situations d’apprentissage stimulantes. 

Megan 
Lowe 

Waterloo Region District School Board 
 
megan_lowe@wrdsb.ca 

Expanding Our Students’ 
Understanding of Our World  

The goal of the project is to give opportunities to all students, particularly our 
culturally and geographically limited students, who have zero opportunities to go on 
field trips and have hands-on and authentic experiences to help deepen their 
understanding and learning of the curriculum. We want to explore technologies that 
best help our students to be critically thoughtful and informed about our world. We 
will do this by providing rich and immersive experiences, such as virtual field trips 
and virtual reality experiences for our students. This will allow them to connect more 
deeply with key concepts in all curriculum areas, particularly: Math, Social Studies 
and Science. Then, share the best pedagogy and resources with our wider learning 
community in the hope that our learning can be generalised to help other learners 
who are at risk, i.e. low-income schools. 

mailto:megan_lowe@wrdsb.ca
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Kerri-Lee 
MacDonald 

District School Board of Ontario North 
East 
 
kerri.macdonald@dsb1.ca 

Exploring Diversity to Build 
Empathy and Acceptance 

Building 21st Century Competencies: 

• Project-based learning - students will guide the learning through their 
questioning. These discussions and questions will lead the lessons, actions, and 
projects.  

• We need to guide students to understand that there are bigger issues in the 
world and our possible connections to those issues. Building students' 
understanding of diversity and inclusivity will make the students' more aware of 
their role in the community and accepting the role of others. Building their 
understanding of discriminatory biases will enable us to discuss appropriate 
behaviour and encourage them to take action in supporting an inclusive 
community. 

• Through project-based learning and the building of student understanding of 
diversity, students become will become agents of change in bettering our 
community.  

• In the lens of French Immersion. 

Patricia 
Maecker 

Durham Catholic District School Board 
 
patricia.maecker@dcdsb.ca 

Spiralling and Assessing Math 
in a Mindset Classroom 

Our plan is to: 

• Work together to develop, implement, consolidate and assess activities in a 
Grade 9 Applied and a senior level Math course where concepts are spiralled. To 
facilitate this, we will: 

• Visit and learn from Ontario teachers with expertise in developing and 
facilitating a spiralled classroom environment. 

• Change our classroom environments to create more collaborative, comfortable 
learning spaces that nurture sharing, trust and student well-being. 

• Work together for one half-day weekly to co-plan learning activities and create 
plans to address encountered challenges. 

• Work together in each other’s classrooms once every two weeks to facilitate and 
consolidate spiralled learning activities. 

• Share and engage in the TeachOntario learning community. 

• Create a website to share our learning more broadly. 

• Invite teachers from across our school board to join us in learning in our 
classrooms. 

Renee 
Marcus 
 
(original leader 
Paul Cogghe) 

St. Clair Catholic District School Board 
 
paul.cogghe@sccdsb.net  

The TPACK and SAMR Model To increase the effectiveness of our Makerspace, the staff of St. Elizabeth will gather 
on a monthly basis to deepen our understanding of the TPACK and SAMR model and 
develop activities and lessons that engage student in real world problems. FNMI 
teachings and social studies connections will be a focus. Reviewing current and new 
technology will be incorporated into our learning. In May or June, our learning 
journey will be shared with schools in our board that currently have a Makerspace 
room or are thinking of having a Makerspace room. 

mailto:kerri.macdonald@dsb1.ca
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Laura Lee 
Matthie 

Simcoe County District School Board 
 
lmatthie@scdsb.on.ca  

Creating and Supporting 
Music Programming for a 
Generalist Classroom Teacher  

This project would be focused on teachers/students delivering core elementary 
programming in grades 7 & 8 at the following elementary schools: Warminister P.S., 
Marchmont P.S., Coldwater P.S., Lions Oval P.S. and Severn Shores P.S. After a survey 
of interested teachers at the above-mentioned schools, I will take a survey of the 
comfort level of the teachers with each type of instrument grouping (e.g. Recorders, 
Boomwhackers, Hand drums, Orff instruments, hand percussion, ukuleles, keyboards 
etc. and any other instruments they may have). This information will be used to put 
together school specific lessons/kits to facilitate music instruction. I will create an 
inventory of musical instruments for each school and will create school specific kits 
along with lessons to facilitate rich hands-on musical instruction. I will provide and/or 
organize Professional Development on the above instruments (based on teacher 
interest and comfort levels) and offer this to the school board (as afterschool 
events). I will travel to classrooms at the above-mentioned schools to work with their 
teachers to help develop/teach/mentor co-existing and non-existing music program 
needs and provide support for the generalist classroom and music teachers in the 
Orillia Secondary School Family of School Area.  

Dawn 
Mattiussi 

Trillium Lakelands District School Board 
 
Dawn.Mattiussi@tldsb.on.ca 

Engaging Students Across the 
Curriculum through 
Makerspaces 

Upon student requests for more hands-on learning opportunities, our teachers are 
incorporating Makerspaces into the classroom to provide an innovative and student-
led learning environment. This initiative allows students to pursue their own 
interests while the teacher embeds cross-curricular learning expectations into their 
passion projects. Increased student voice through Makerspace projects has led to a 
noticeable improvement in student engagement. By submitting a proposal to 
convince the teacher that their Makerspace project would be a good use of 
classroom time, students have been more engaged in meaningful writing tasks. 
Students also write a reflective journal on their successes and struggles after every 
Makerspace work period. We require funding to maintain our Makerspaces as a 
significant amount of consumable materials are required. With the framework we 
have put in place and with funding from the TLLP Grant, we hope to support other 
teachers and schools in establishing their own Makerspaces. 

Brandie 
McComb 

Conseil scolaire catholique de district 
des Grandes-Rivières 
 
brandie.mccomb@cscdgr.education  

Jeux et enquêtes à travers la 
techno 

Quand l’enfant passe de la maternelle à la première année du primaire, il vit 
plusieurs changements importants. À la maternelle, les apprentissages se font par le 
biais du jeu. En première année, le jeu prend beaucoup moins de place et l’enfant 
reçoit beaucoup d’informations. Nous voulons rendre la transition plus facile et 
amusante pour nos élèves de la 1re et 2e année en créant des activités, qui 
privilégient l’apprentissage par le jeu et par l’enquête. Les élèves vivront ces activités 
dans les différentes aires d’apprentissages en salle de classe. Les activités seront en 
lien avec le curriculum de littératie, numératie, sciences et études sociales. À l’aide 
des iPads, les élèves prendront des preuves de leur apprentissage que nous 
pourrions ensuite utiliser afin d’intégrer la triangulation dans l’évaluation des élèves. 
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Siobhan 
McComb 

Ottawa Carleton District School Board 
 
siobhan.mccomb@ocdsb.ca 

Strategies to support Math 
and Language Learning for 
English Language Learners in 
a Mathematics Thinking 
Classroom  

We have been inspired by the success of pedagogies described by Peter Liljedahl in 
his work on Thinking Classrooms. "… a thinking classroom is a classroom that is not 
only conducive to thinking but also occasions thinking, a space that is inhabited by 
thinking individuals as well as individuals thinking collectively, learning together, and 
constructing knowledge and understanding through activity and discussion. "Through 
the use of Visibly Random Groups (VRG) and Vertical non-Permanent Surfaces 
(VNPS), student learning happens through discussion, the learning community is 
enhanced, and opportunities for peer and teacher feedback abound. Furthermore, 
the teacher is flooded with information about what the students are thinking. This 
enhances our ability to plan responsively. 
For English Language Learners, this type of classroom offers many opportunities: 

1. There is lots of opportunity for use and development of oral language. 
2. The non-permanent surfaces provide a platform for expressing thinking in 

non-verbal ways. 
Our board has a lot of English Language Learners.  This project focuses on developing 
specific adaptations (modifications, extensions) to these strategies to support both 
the Mathematical and Language learning of our ELLs. 
The project plan involves gathering information through accessing research, 
resources, and observing and interviewing students. Based on this information, we 
will collaborate to develop specific targeted interventions to support our ELLs, 
considering both Math and Language learning. We will use a Lesson Study process to 
co-plan lessons and implement these strategies in our classrooms. We will observe, 
document, and collect data to assess the effectiveness of our strategies. 
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Erin 
McGoey 

Simcoe County District School Board 
 
emcgoey@scdsb.on.ca 

Improving Equity Through 
Blended Learning in 
Alternative Learning 
Environments and the 
Regular Classroom  

We plan on accessing expert teachers within and beyond our school to host a series 
of professional learning days focusing on the following: 

• Technical aspects of the VLE (D2L) and how to use effectively. 

• Backwards planning to revise and refresh assessment to be blended (using digital 
tools and online classroom environment while making use of the best parts of 
face-to-face classes). 

• Backwards planning to revise and refresh assessment to incorporate the 
inclusion of learning activities that support the development of Ontario's new 
Global Competencies. 

• How to utilize Chromebooks, GSuite and the VLE (D2L) to support ALL learners 
accessing material (including text-to-speech, speech-to-text, organizational skills 
development and support, etc.) - (universal design). 

After we have acquired the requisite learning we will begin to co-plan our courses 
and learning activities to incorporate all these things.  Once we begin teaching these 
learning activities we will invite others to visit and co-teach with us.  As we learn and 
plan, we will share our learning on a website or blog so others can learn with us. We 
have plans to work with teachers from other secondary schools in our board to co-
develop and learn together. 

Owen 
McGuire 

Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic 
District School Board 
 
mcguowen@alcdsb.on.ca 

Enabling Reflective and 
Confident French Learners 
using FreshGrade  

We will be using FreshGrade as a digital space to facilitate the creation of e-portfolios 
for students to compile, comment and self-reflect on their own work and that of 
their peers. E-portfolios will allow us a window into the student metacognitive 
process and create an evolving record of student thinking and understanding. In 
addition, e-portfolios create a unique opportunity for the creation of triadic 
relationships with parents which allows them to have a lens into the daily activities 
happening in French class. Essentially, students will create French portfolios with 
voice recordings, videos and photographs to document and share their learning with 
their parents and classmates. As educators, we will work collaboratively to analyze 
student learning with a focus on documenting the changes in confidence and 
attitudes towards learning French. This will inform our practice. Students will each be 
creating portfolios, however we will select a target student from each grade level to 
collaboratively analyze and document. 

mailto:emcgoey@scdsb.on.ca
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Lucie 
McLean 

Conseil scolaire catholique de district 
des Grandes-Rivières 
 
Lucie.mclean@cscdgr.education  

STIM vers la découverte • Commencer un centre créateur dans notre école. 

• Impliquer les niveaux de 5e et 6e années pour commencer et ajouter les autres 
niveaux de l'école plus tard.  

• Installer un centre d'apprentissage dans notre école où les élèves peuvent 
travailler en équipe pour construire des projets, résoudre des problèmes et des 
défis et vivre des leçons STIM. 

• Développer une banque de leçons du genre STIM prêtes à utiliser dans le centre 
et organiser l'inventaire des matériaux nécessaires tels que matériel de 
construction, des ensembles de cubelets, des robots programmables, lego 
Mindstorms, applications pour iPads, écrans verts, etc. 

• Inviter des éducateurs (spécialistes), conseillers pédagogiques et autres 
membres de la communauté à venir appuyer et présenter des formations ou des 
leçons. 

Courtney 
Mellow and 
Andrea 
DeBruyn 

St. Clair Catholic District School Board 
 
courtney.mellow@sccdsb.net 
andrea.debruyn@sccdsb.net  

Engaging the Disengaged 
through Wellness 

We know many of our students are struggling with a variety of wellness issues that 
are impeding their abilities to fully engage cognitively in their learning. In order to 
cognitively engage students and help them build resilience, we will first delve deeper 
into the four domains of wellbeing (cognitive, social, emotional and physical) and 
explore how to foster them in our students on a daily basis. We will then look deeper 
at how outdoor education, physical literacy, and technology can be used, to both 
foster cognitive engagement and increase student achievement. We will inquire 
about finding the right balance between the two, in order to promote a balanced 
approach of developing and demonstrating 21st Century Competencies. Through 
pre- and post-questionnaires (of students, parents, and school staff) and both 
qualitative and quantitative data, we plan to monitor students’ well-being, cognitive 
engagement, and demonstration of competencies, to reflect on our work. 
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Ira 
Metani 

Toronto District School Board 
 
Ira.Metani@tdsb.on.ca 

The Impact of Inquiry-Based 
and Digital Learning In 
Student Achievement In 
Mathematics 

Our team will get together to look deeper into the idea of creating an inclusive 
mathematical environment through promoting student voice by engaging them in 
inquiry-based learning experiences. In order to do this, we will work with the TDSB 
learning coach and focus on how to: 

• Leverage TDSB/Ministry Global Competencies. As a team, we will co-construct 
learning experiences that focus on critical thinking and problem solving using a 
CRRP lens. 

• Unpack mathematical learning trajectories/ learning progression to deepen 
understanding of the continuum of students’ mathematical knowledge and skills 
(the focus will be on Douglas Clements' Learning Trajectories, Mariam Small’s 
Leaps and Bounds, and Kathy Fosnot’s Landscape of Learning Development 
Journey). 

• Engage in Digital Professional learning to develop proficiency in using Google 
applications (Google Classrooms, Google Keep) as well as Game-based Learning 
and Coding. 

This professional learning will help us to develop our theory of action and co-
construct hands-on activities for our students. In addition, we will meet twice a 
month for in- school co-planning, co-teaching and co-reflecting. The team will create 
ongoing monitoring tools: pedagogical documentation, student feedback and 
assessment tools to carefully plan for next steps. The team will create detailed lesson 
plans and videos to document our learning journey so that we can share our 
experiences with other interested educators in our Learning Network/TDSB/ ETFO 
through observation classes and presentation in conferences.  

Adam 
Mills 

Windsor-Essex Catholic District School 
Board 
 
adam_mills@wecdsb.on.ca 

Assessment is Learning: 
Developing a classroom 
where assessments are a tool 
for improving student 
learning. 

There are several tasks that will need to be developed during the first semester of 
2018-19. These tasks will include: the development of context-rich problems and 
activities, the creation of the skills-based rubrics for each unit and the development 
of the formal test improvement plan. Lessons will need to be adjusted in order to 
build in multiple opportunities for students to self-assess their work. This will 
primarily be done through the use of vertical non-permanent surfaces and activities 
that create a reward process for students. These reward processes are a vital part of 
the learning process if the reward can be recognized by the student without the 
teacher having to provide the reward. After these tools are developed they will be 
implemented into my classes in the second semester of the 2018-19. The 
effectiveness will be measured through student surveys and interviews. The concepts 
will be shared within my board through a series of workshops and provincially at the 
OAPT conference and at the STAO conference. 

mailto:adam_mills@wecdsb.on.ca


 

 Page 33 of 53 

Name School Board 
e-Mail Address 

Project Title Project Summary 

Jannette 
Moelker 

Hastings and Prince Edward District 
School Board 
 
jmoelker@hpedsb.on.ca 

Early Numeracy: focused 
teaching after reflective 
assessment 

The Early Numeracy Screening Tool provides educators with valuable information 
and insight to identify what skills can be considered an asset, wondering or challenge 
for our students. This TLLP will provide educators time to gather data, reflect on the 
results of the Early Numeracy Screening tool and determine instructional moves that 
will support learning. Educators will establish guided groups based on individual 
need, taking ‘wonderings’ and ‘challenges’ into consideration. Educators will create a 
hands-on early numeracy resource kit to explicitly teach and target specific number 
sense and numeracy skills. Educators will implement the resources, and then re-
assess students to gauge overall effectiveness.  This TLLP will provide effective 
teaching and learning practices with the necessary resources needed to increase 
knowledge and understanding, communication, thinking, and application of 
mathematical skill development within the early years.  We would like to share our 
project findings and resource kit with other educators within the early years program 
across our school board and/or province.  

Susan 
Monachino 

Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District 
School Board 
 
monachinos@hwcdsb.ca 

Training I.T. teachers on 21st 
century Internet of Things 
Technology  

Computer Technology and Computer Studies teachers need to ensure that their 
curriculum is robust, dynamic and keeps pace with changing technology. This project 
will augment course content to include curriculum related to the fourth wave of the 
Internet, the Internet of Things (IoT), and introduce intensive hands-on student labs 
in the use of Arduino development boards and Raspberry Pi computers, to simulate 
an IoT end-to-end solution. This plan will up level the I.T. curriculum at all 7 
Secondary Schools and introduce a significant amount of hands-on activities and labs 
to students. These activities encourage learning by doing which will attract and 
maintain student interest, as well as supplement their existing computer knowledge 
to best preparing them for future pathways in post-secondary education and the 
workplace. 

mailto:monachinos@hwcdsb.ca
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Alison 
Morawek 

Niagara Catholic District School Board 
 
alison.morawek@ncdsb.com  

Student Inquiry and Learning 
in Kindergarten: A 
collaboration with Grade 8 
mentors  

This project is being undertaken to improve upon our current practice in the area of 
inquiry-based learning (in both the Early Years and Intermediate grades). At the 
onset of this project, Kindergarten and Grade 8 students will be provided with a 
survey to determine their interests and wonderings. Possible topics of interest may 
involve: coding, STEM topics, outdoor education/environment, the Arts, amongst 
others. Survey results will allow us to support individual students in pursuing inquiry 
projects specific to their interests. Grade 8 students will be paired with Kindergarten 
students based on shared interests (e.g. A Grade 8 student interested in learning 
about Space travel will be paired with a Kindergarten student who is also interested 
in learning about Space). These Kindergarten/Grade 8 teams will meet for one 
afternoon on a bi-weekly basis to investigate/explore/create based on their chosen 
inquiry topic. The Chromebooks will be used by the Grade 8 students to assist the 
Kindergarten students in the research/inquiry process, as well as to teach the 
younger learners how to use programs such as Google slides, to present their 
findings. Chromebooks might also be used if student inquiries extend to areas such 
as coding, gaming or other STEM topics that focus on technology. 

Kylie-Lea 
Myers 

Greater Essex County Discrict School 
Board 
 
19200@publicboard.ca 

Self-Directed STEAM Learning  The overall goal of this project is to provide students an opportunity to develop the 
21st Century skills of Critical Thinking and Problem Solving by engaging a self-
directed STEAM learning structure for 50-100 minutes per week. During the self-
directed STEAM learning time, students will be given the opportunity to construct 
their own learning about interests and problems that are relevant to their lives. 
Students will have access to iPads and computers, apps, robotics, augmented reality, 
virtual reality, coding, construction equipment, art supplies and other STEAM related 
materials which will support their learning, provide opportunities for reflection and 
allow them to share their learning on a digital forum. 
Teachers will have the opportunity to develop their own understanding of the 
technology available to students as well as increase their understanding of Critical 
Thinking and Problem Solving. Group members will develop an assessment tool to 
measure student achievement of the 21st Century Competencies of Critical Thinking 
and Problem Solving, develop an online resource to share the learning process with 
other educators in the GECDSB and the province, and share documentation of 
student and teacher learning throughout the project using Twitter. 
As our school has an English Language Learner population making up 25% of our 
school enrolment, we would also investigate the specific growth of these students. 
This project would focus on finding evidence that engaging in a self-directed STEAM 
learning structure encourages the development of problem solving and critical 
thinking skills which are integral to the development of life-long learners.  
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Souad 
Nechadi 

Conseil des écoles publiques de l’Est de 
l’Ontario 
 
souad.nechadi@cepeo.on.ca  

Moi, l’Autre...et les mots! Le projet consiste à faire vivre, tant aux enfants qu’aux éducateurs, une expérience 
de littératies multiples alliant les familles, l’école et la communauté. Les livres, avec 
leurs auteurs et illustrateurs, sont à l’honneur; les interactions, avec l’espace 
communautaire (parc, bibliothèque, marché,…), sont les lieux et les liens 
d’inspiration ou de diffusion. La pertinence des ressources choisies vise à rejoindre 
tous les enfants, en respectant le langage qu’ils maîtrisent, tout en s’ouvrant aux 99 
autres! (inspiré de The wonder of learning : The hundred languages of children  de 
Reggio Emilia). 

Laura 
Nigro 

Thunder Bay Catholic District School 
Board 
 
lnigro@tbcschools.ca 

Digital Doorways: Enhancing 
the student learning 
experience through VR 

We plan to do the following: 

• Investigate and evaluate various VR technologies for appropriate classroom use. 

• Plan, implement and assess VR lessons, activities and technology. 

• Share and extend the knowledge and experience gained with fellow colleagues 
and the education community. 

Shanna 
Nodwell 

Nipissing-Parry Sound Catholic District 
School Board 
 
nodwells@npscschools.ca 

THE POWER OF Y.E.T. Youth 
Exercising Together  

Our plan is: 

• To increase our knowledge of student's current activity preferences both indoors 
and outdoors (HPE, DPA, National Breaks). 

• To increase our knowledge of student’s current growth mind set in regards to 
their willingness to try new activities both indoors and outdoors as it meets their 
learning styles (auditory, visual and kinesthetic). 

• To enable gradual release of responsibility for students to learn and understand 
the natural benefits that come with daily physical activity, movement, and 
mindfulness. 

Kaila 
O'Callaghan 

Algoma District School Board 
 
wyslock@adsb.on.ca 

Using the Language 
Experience Approach to 
Reach ELD Students in 
Secondary School Settings 

As my school and board have experienced an influx of English Language Learners 
(ELLs) over the past couple of years, it has become a pressing need to develop some 
best practices around the instruction of these students. As many of our ELLs are ELDs 
with limited prior schooling, there is a focus on finding ways to accelerate this 
learning for this student population. With this project, I would hope to begin by 
learning more about the Language Experience Approach collaboratively with some of 
my fellow colleagues who also teach ELLs. Following that, I would like us to co-
plan/co-teach a number of lessons that use the Language Experience Approach as 
the central pedagogy.  These lessons would involve a variety of experiences relevant 
to the lives of our newcomer students and might involve both virtual and real field 
trips, and other experiential learning opportunities. Following that, it would be my 
hope to share the learning around this work (the research, the rationale, the practical 
application in the form of lessons) with other learners in our board through sharing 
opportunities such as after-hour sessions and ELL professional development sessions. 
It would be my hope to share this regionally at one of our regional ELL sessions and 
to apply to present this work at a provincial ELL session like Celebrating Linguistic 
Diversity. 
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Kristy 
Orr 

Kenora Catholic District School Board 
 
kristy.orr@kcdsb.on.ca 

From library to learning 
commons: a physical and 
pedagogical transition 

We would like to explore how to get the most out of transitioning from a traditional 
library to a functional, multi-use learning commons. 
We want the entire school to be able to benefit from this space so we want to have 
primary and junior representation. 
Our desire is to include more STEM. 

Brandon 
Pachan 

Peel District School Board 
 
brandon.pachan@peelsb.com 

Indigenous History and 
Culture: Developing Teacher 
Confidence and Efficacy  

We will research the history and contributions of Indigenous peoples in Canada and 
Residential Schools to empower ourselves to confidently deliver a program that 
accurately reflects and respects Indigenous history and culture. Professional learning 
will include: reading Indigenous texts, attending professional learning sessions, 
visiting a First Nations residential school and/or reserve and pursuing other 
opportunities as we discover them. As we build our own understanding, we will 
integrate Indigenous history and culture into the curriculum in an authentic manner 
so that learning about Indigenous culture and history is not viewed as an event, but 
as an integral part of the Canadian story. Throughout the project, we will share 
resources and lessons developed with colleagues and engage in ongoing reflective 
conversations that will move our thinking forward and refine our practice. 

Pam 
Parks 

Ottawa-Carleton District School Board 
 
pam.parks@ocdsb.ca  

Student Empowerment / 
Leadership Program 

The premise is to collaborate with other professionals to develop a teacher friendly 
leadership/student empowerment/well-being program/resource that will teach 
critical skills that foster healthy relationships and self-concept. The program is 
intended to be an ongoing element of the school year, but each module could be 
used by teachers as a standalone unit. It will be broken down into a series of modules 
(e.g. mindfulness, communication, conflict resolution, growth mindset/attitude, 
perspective taking, self-esteem and healthy relationships, and action) with each 
moving from knowledge to communication and application of concepts learned. Our 
goal in each module is toward experiential learning. Each module will focus on a 
unique aspect of positive social-emotional development giving each student a well-
rounded overview of skills, attitudes, and strategies involved in being an effective 
leader and one’s best self. A website will be created to support and enhance the 
program. 

Antionette 
Payne 

Durham District School Board 
 
antionette.payne@ddsb.ca 

Engaging our Black Students 
for Success Through 
Pedagogical Change 

We will survey Nottingham staff to determine their level of awareness with the 
dis/engagement of black students, determine what strategies they are currently 
using to engage all students, talk with our BEND (Black Educators Network of 
Durham), and examine existing data/documents from the board that will help guide 
our inquiry. Based on those findings, our team will gather professional resources and 
attend professional development workshops and implement the strategies in our 
own classrooms. We will share our findings, along the way with our grade team 
partners, and then as a whole staff through staff meetings. At the end of our project, 
we will share our findings with our school staff (and with BEND and the board 
personnel, if appropriate).  
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James 
Pedrech 

London District Catholic School Board 
 
jpedrech@ldcsb.ca 

Remixing English Class: Using 
inquiry, key concepts, and 
student choice to drive 
learning 

We are collaborating on an approach to ENG 3U that provides students with a 
tremendous choice by identifying clear inquiry questions that guide students 
regardless of genre or form. This approach relies heavily on spiralling; students 
return to the same concepts (voice, audience, value messages, form, and intent) 
repeatedly, regardless of the text. We've created a badge tracking system in D2L to 
ensure students eventually consider a variety of texts. It has been an incredible 
success. Our plan: collaborate with English teachers at various schools to implement 
similar approaches. These teachers will visit our classes to see our structure in action, 
work with us to plan similar structures in their classes, and finally invite us to observe 
their classes and debrief afterwards. We will repeat this approach throughout the 
year to ensure that participating teachers are supported. 

John 
Piper 

York Region District School Board 
 
john.piper@yrdsb.ca 

Deeper Thinking by Design This project will be sustained through collaborative inquiry. 
Stage 1: Group members will explore the methodology and science behind Design 
Thinking in order to determine its application in an educational context. Group 
members will then consider how the Design Thinking model can best be applied in 
their own classroom and curriculum context. Members will then collaborate on the 
design of units focused on Design Thinking (while also looking for opportunities for 
cross-curricular collaboration).  
Stage 2: Units will be implemented in the classroom with co-teaching opportunities 
being at the centre of the collaboration (with additional teacher observation where 
possible).  
Stage 3: “What happened"/"What can be improved" -- Debrief --- the goal here is to 
make improvements to the process so that it can be refined. Repeat Stages 1-3 
where and when possible.  
Stage 4: "Sharing the Results with staff." The goal in the final stage is to create a 
digital "how-to" manual for implementing Design Thinking projects in our school. 

Laura 
Plante 

Windsor-Essex Catholic District School 
Board 
 
laura_plante@wecdsb.on.ca 

Easy as ABC--Achievement 
through ‘Bots and Coding 

Our project is designed to introduce the wonders of robotics and coding, captivate 
creativity and passion and build a fluency in technology while fostering a willingness 
to take risks and view failure as an opportunity to “grow your brain”. What will make 
students successful in this tech-driven world is whether they can think – creatively, 
innovatively, and expansively – which can be accomplished through the 
implementation of exploratory activities and student inquiry-based coding activities. 
Our goal is to develop a continuum of resources/ideas/lessons that begin with tech 
free activities and lead up to student led inquiry for students in JK through Grade 6. 
These practical resources will be shared through an online blog that will contain 
teacher notes, lesson plans, student videos plus teacher and student reflections. We 
plan to share our findings by hosting a technology fair and hope to present at a local 
and provincial conference. 

mailto:jpedrech@ldcsb.ca
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Shelley 
Potma 

Provincial and Demonstration Schools 
Branch 
 
Shelley.Potma@ontario.ca  

The Pedagogical Approach of 
Creating American Sign 
Language Works using the 
ASL Constructing Process 

This project involves an analysis and research into the use of pedagogical approach of 
developing a model of the American Sign Language constructing process when 
creating various forms of ASL literary works, texts and expositions. At present, there 
are no studies that have defined any American Sign Language constructing process 
models or what pedagogical practices are involved in teaching the American Sign 
Language constructing process to students in the classroom. As the ASL curriculum 
requires students to achieve ASL expectations, ASL teachers in schools for the Deaf 
have found it challenging to teach certain skills related to the ASL constructing 
process due to lack of research in this area.  

Carolyn 
Raby 

Upper Canada District School Board 
 
carolyn.raby@ucdsb.on.ca 

Transforming Teaching and 
Learning with Technology  

We will: 

• Learn about and explore various computer applications useful for all students.  

• Co-Plan and co-deliver lessons and tasks (moving up the SAMR model) that use a 
variety of technology to enhance student learning and engagement. 

• Normalize the use of technology as useful for all. 

• Increase student collaboration by using technology to make thinking visible, 
while also utilizing the three teachers (teacher, peers and learning environment) 
(Capacity Building Series Issue 27). 

Megha 
Raj 

Peel District School Board 
 
megha.raj@peelsb.com 

Project Based Learning in the 
Secondary Classroom 

We plan to continue to learn about Project Based Learning (PBL) by implementing 
the concept in business and science classrooms to empower the modern learner, 
allow students to be active learners, and to develop 21st century skills. We plan on 
modifying the way the curriculum is currently delivered by delivering concepts in the 
curriculum concurrently as the learner needs to learn them for their project. 
Students will co-construct overarching learning goals (OLGs) at the beginning of the 
semester, and determine the direction the course takes with the teacher on the 
sidelines providing guidance. Throughout the year teachers will: attend conferences 
and workshops to learn more about various assessment and feedback practices that 
can support a PBL class; survey students about their learning goals to determine if 
learning goals have been achieved; collaborate with the instructional coaches, 
resources teachers, and instructional coordinators to prepare for a PBL classroom; 
share learning with colleagues at our schools and with teachers in the board through 
conferences, workshops, one on one support, and a blog. 

mailto:Shelley.Potma@ontario.ca
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Hella 
Richter-Glinos 

Toronto District School Board 
 
hella.richter-glinos@tdsb.on.ca 

Differentiation in Digital 
Inquiry Lead Teacher Project 

During the 2018-19 school year, the three-teacher team leading this project will 
provide instructional leadership and build the capacity of 20 other teachers in the 
Toronto District School Board. The area of focus for the instructional leadership will 
be learning the 21st Century Competencies in an integrated manner through 
differentiated digital inquiry. This program will use the exploration classroom model 
of professional learning as a precursor to implementing lesson study by teacher 
teams. There will be a three-step process. Step one will involve the three host 
teachers conducting research, collaborating and sharing differentiated digital inquiry 
resources and lessons with one another through an online platform (Google Site) and 
lesson study. Step two will involve the host teachers inviting ten teams of two 
teachers to visit their exploration classrooms for professional learning as preparation 
for their lesson study. The host teachers will require technology to run the program 
such as some Chromebooks and an iPad. The third step will occur when the two-
teacher teams return to their school and engage in the lesson study and prepare the 
artifacts which will be contributed to the website. The host teachers and other 
program participants will be available via a Google+ online community to support 
these teams as they return to their home schools and engage in a differentiated 
digital inquiry lesson study and visiting teacher teams will share artifacts or lessons 
from their lesson study via a Google+ online community. 

Dion 
Rose 

Superior Greenstone District School 
Board 
 
drose@sgdsb.on.ca 

Alternative Education with a 
Focus on Native Studies 

We want to increase our knowledge of First Nations teachings that we can use in our 
classroom environment, to create a better sense of belonging for our students, which 
will increase student achievement. We also want to learn how to strengthen the 
connection between our school and the Anishnabe communities we serve to better 
meet the needs of our Indigenous learners, with an additional focus on our 
Alternative Education model. We have found that our Alt Ed program has a very high 
proportion of Indigenous students (roughly 75%). By building our knowledge of 
Anishnabe epistemology (history, culture, worldview), our intent is to make strong 
connections between our Native studies and Alt Ed programs. We hope that by 
strengthening our understanding of how to create culturally significant learning 
environments that are welcoming, responsive and equitable, we will improve 
outcomes for Anishnabe students. 
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Chantal 
Ross 

Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School 
Board 
 
cross@smcdsb.on.ca 

Becoming a Global Citizen 
Through Cultural Experiences 
in the Second-Language 
Classroom 

By the end of the project, we hope for all students to see themselves as global 
citizens, well-prepared for French-language interactions with people from a wide 
range of cultural backgrounds. Students will access immersive, authentic cultural 
experiences through excursions or on-site artists tailored to the culture component 
of the FSL curriculum of their respective grades. Through this experiential learning, 
students will develop a stronger understanding of diverse francophone cultures 
(accents and colloquialisms, food, music, clothing, dance, traditions). In the 
classroom, students will continue to explore a variety of cultural aspects through the 
use of online resources. They will compare and contrast their learning experiences 
with their own cultural background. They will build proficiency and confidence in 
their ability to communicate about their experiences of French culture through 
action-oriented tasks, in accordance with the CEFR. Students will work collaboratively 
to build background knowledge before the excursions and to document their 
learning through the purposeful use of technology (iPad apps, Chromebooks, google 
hangouts). 

Amanda 
Ruthven 

Bluewater District School Board 
 
ruthama@bwdsb.on.ca 

Reading Instruction in a Play-
Based Environment 

We will: 

• Deepen our understanding of developmentally appropriate continuums for oral 
language and reading. 

• Target Instruction: 
o Target our instruction for student growth/learning based on diagnostic 

assessments, observations, and conversations. 
▪ Identify marker students, diagnostic assessments/ screeners. 

o Develop an understanding of best practises to develop early reading 
skills. 
▪ Create a database of direct instruction and provocations to 

facilitate opportunities for students to inquire about language. 

• Consolidate Reading Instruction and Play-Based Learning 
o Develop direct instruction and provocations to facilitate opportunities 

for students to inquire about language through hands-on materials  
▪ Co-develop lessons, co-teach, document, analyse and reflect (use 

CILM model). 
o Investigate and determine how a systematic approach fits into a play-

based learning environment. 

mailto:ruthama@bwdsb.on.ca
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Katie 
Seminerio 
 
(original 
leaders Sean 
Quinn and 
Chris Bolle) 

District School Board of Niagara 
 
sean.quinn@dsbn.org 
chris.bolle@dsbn.org  

Supporting Students with 
Learning Disabilities in 
Mathematics 

Our team will meet monthly to plan lessons and assessments that will best meet the 
need of learners with special education needs in grade nine and ten mathematics 
classrooms. While all of us are already incorporating accommodations into our 
courses, we will plan how to deliver these accommodations in a more meaningful 
way to include a greater variety of instructional strategies and assessment practices, 
to use more consistent language, to more effectively incorporate assistive 
technology and digital tools for student learning. We will also work to incorporate 
student voice to better understand what their needs are and to help them be more 
effective advocates for their own learning needs.  

Greg 
Sicoly 
 
(original leader 
Stephenanie 
Francella-
Stephen) 

Huron-Superior Catholic District School 
Board  
 
stephanie.francella-stephen@hscdsb.on.ca  

Learning in a Natural and 
Forest School Setting 

• We will provide joint planning/learning opportunities with kindergarten team 
members and the Eco-Edventure program/St. Kateri program team. Classes 
involved in project: 1 kindergarten class (approx. 30 students) and secondary 
Eco-Ed class (approx. 10-14 students). 

• The Kindergarten class will visit St. Kateri Outdoor Learning Centre for 2 or 3 
consecutive days (throughout the year for 10-15 weeks of the school year) to 
partake in a Forest/Nature Kindergarten type program. 

• The Eco-Ed/St. Kateri Program team/class will explore, guide, and facilitate 
learning experiences when needed or available. 

• The project team will lead a variety of Early Learning explorations and inquiries 
using the property out at St. Kateri. With a variety of tools and supplies for self-
guided activities, the Kindergarten students will build and strengthen 
numeracy/literacy skills, develop a sense of self, create character, risk assess, 
celebrate different cultures, religious and FNMI traditions. The students will 
engage in cross-curricular/cross-frame learning opportunities for seasonal 
survival skills (shelter building & outdoor food preparations), participate in 
seasonal sports (e.g. cross country skiing, running, hiking, fishing, snowshoeing), 
study wildlife, habitats, eco-systems, seasonal changes, preservation, farming, 
gardening, and explore the natural elements (earth, wind, fire, water) They will 
also engage in team-building and physical activities. The students and educators 
will build or strengthen reading and math skills with guided reading and guided 
math lessons. These activities and explorations will help instill the love of nature 
and respect all that God our Creator has given us. 



 

 Page 42 of 53 

Name School Board 
e-Mail Address 

Project Title Project Summary 

Matthew 
Simard 

District School Board of Ontario North 
East 
 
matthew.simard@dsb1.ca 

Building Engagement 
Through Robotics, Design and 
the 21st Century 
Competencies 

Roland Michener is currently going through a revitalization directed by 
administration and staff. The school is embarking on a program to update the 
appearance, spirit and pedagogical focus for the school. Challenge-based and 
project-based learning are being introduced to the staff and a Makerspace is being 
constructed. Our plan is to build on the student-focused learning in our school by 
using the 21st Century Competencies to run a robotics and design program through 
an inquiry-based model. The robotics program will operate in the new MakerSpace 
environment and will expose students to different robotics and design hardware to 
expand their understanding of technology. The overall goal of the program is to 
expose all students to these new ideas and systems of learning. One Special 
Education, French Immersion, and English teacher as well as an Educational Assistant 
have been added to the TLLP team to ensure that the program remains inclusive to 
all students within these walls. 

Karine 
Simionescu 

Conseil scolaire Viamonde 
 
simionescuk@csviamonde.ca 

La p'tite Fabrique  La p'tite Fabrique est un espace de création et d'innovation dédié aux élèves de 
l'école Charles Sauriol. Proposé sous forme d'un club extra-scolaire dans un premier 
temps, la P'tite Fabrique vise à développer les compétences de l'apprenant du 21e 
siècle et à répondre à l'objectif du plan d'amélioration de l'école visant le 
développement de bonnes habiletés d'apprentissage et d'habitudes de travail. 
Espace inclusif, stimulant et créatif, la P'tite Fabrique offre une nouvelle expérience 
d'apprentissage concret aux élèves : développement de nouvelles habiletés, 
pépinière de nouveaux talents, et incubateur de vocations. La P'tite Fabrique est un 
carrefour communautaire d'échanges de savoir-faire et de partages de recherche. 
L'apprentissage par étapes, par erreurs est non seulement permis mais encouragé! 
En ouvrant la P'tite Fabrique aux parents et tuteurs, nous souhaitons encourager la 
transmission intergénérationnelle de savoirs faire, de vocabulaire et de 
connaissances culturelles. En créant, les élèves ancrent le vocabulaire francophone 
relié à leur projet dans leur mémoire. Construire, élaborer, concevoir réellement, en 
français. 



 

 Page 43 of 53 

Name School Board 
e-Mail Address 

Project Title Project Summary 

Jacob 
Smith and 
Annemarie 
Schilling 

Durham District School Board 
 
jacob.smith@ddsb.ca, 
annemarie.schilling@ddsb.ca  

Building Pathways to Success: 
The Gold Collar Worker  

This project will involve a gap analysis (survey) of both our elementary teachers' and 
our Grade 7 and 8 students' knowledge and understanding of the apprenticeship 
pathway and skilled trades, opportunities provided at their local high school and co-
curricular opportunities such as Durham and Ontario Skills' Competitions which 
support this pathway. To fill the learning gaps for teachers, our team will provide 
varying opportunities which will include, but not be limited to; tours of our high 
school, visits to cooperative education employers and Durham Skills Training Centre 
and Kawartha Trades and Technology Centre, attending Skills Competitions and 
workshops provided by Technological Studies teachers and Guidance personnel. 
Once our elementary leads have obtained competency and comfort with their 
understanding of the apprenticeship pathway and opportunities to explore, they will 
in turn teach the remaining Grade 7 and 8 teachers. Students will then have 
opportunities to enrich their learning of apprenticeship pathways. Grade 7 and 8 
teachers will help all students explore and for those with a true interest, provide 
opportunities to compete in the Ontario Skills Competitions. The elementary 
teachers and Grade 7 and 8 students will complete an Exit Survey to measure the 
project's success. 

Shannon 
Squire 

Thames Valley District School Board 
 
tv45863@gotvdsb.ca 

Using Digital Portfolios to 
Make Thinking Visible, Guide 
Assessment and Drive 
Instruction  

Teachers will be guiding students on how to document and reflect on their learning 
by creating digital portfolios. Students will use the Seesaw App and their Google 
Classroom to document and reflect on their daily learning throughout the year. 
Teachers will use this documentation as assessment to drive instruction. Students 
will add photos of their work and video explanations of their learning process. 
Teachers will guide students to reflect on their learning while self-assessing and goal 
setting. This process will improve student's ability to communicate their 
understanding and make their thinking visible. Students will not only be reflecting on 
their own learning, but, they will have the opportunity to share their documentation 
with their classmates and their families at home. Continual self, peer and teacher 
assessment will provide students with opportunities for improvement and growth. 
Throughout the process, teachers would be modelling communication and self-
reflection skills. Teachers would also be creating responsible digital citizens as they 
guide students to make meaningful comments to their peers. Throughout the year, 
teachers will also be documenting their learning, self-reflecting and goal setting using 
the same platform. Teachers will then share their learning with their colleagues 
through professional development opportunities within the school and at TVDSB 
conferences.  



 

 Page 44 of 53 

Name School Board 
e-Mail Address 

Project Title Project Summary 

Chantal  
St. Pierre  

Sudbury Catholic District School Board 
 
chantal.stpierre@sudburycatholicschools.ca 

 Effective Guided Reading 
Practices 

Our project will include working with Jan Richardson’s resources and book Next Steps 
in Guided Reading to increase our understanding of effective planning of guided 
lessons and develop strategies that will ensure student increase in reading success. 
We will work together to develop engaging learning centres that include the use of 
technology such as iPads and QR codes. The centres will include audio and video 
access to books that are linked to a QR code. We will include both primary and junior 
teachers from the English and French Immersion program to develop school-wide 
effective practices. We will moderate student reading records in order to develop 
consistent assessment practices and deepen our understanding of targeted reading 
instruction based on the reading behaviours observed in the reading records. We 
would like to capture student reading with our iPads in order to moderate the 
student reading behaviour. We hope that this will deepen our understanding on 
effective guided reading practices and a school-wide approach to teaching reading. 
We will share with our colleagues on the board our learning journey to increase 
awareness board wide of effective guided reading practices. 

Marie 
Stephenson 

Northwest Catholic District School 
Board 
 
mstephenson@tncdsb.on.ca  

Developing Mathematical 
Minds Through the 
Mathematical Processes: 
Supporting student success 
and well-being in elementary 
Mathematics  

First, teachers will reflect upon their current teaching practices in mathematics. They 
will reflect upon their knowledge of the mathematical process expectations and 
current use of them in their teaching and assessment methods. Then, teachers will 
support one another in developing their knowledge of the process expectations, 
specifically how to teach and assess them. Next, teachers will put their learning in 
action by integrating the mathematical process expectations into their planning, 
teaching and assessment methods. Teachers will engage in learning conversations 
regarding how the inclusion of explicit teaching and assessing of the math processes 
is a) adjusting how they plan b) influencing how they teach c) changing how they 
assess and d) impacting their student’s ability to apply their knowledge and skills 
when problem solving. Throughout this process teachers will cultivate a culture of 
growth mindset in their mathematics classrooms. They will work to build students 
confidence and enjoyment of mathematics.  

mailto:mstephenson@tncdsb.on.ca
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Sara 
Stephenson 

Thames Valley District School Board 
 
s.stephenson@tvdsb.ca 

Mission to Mars: 
Interdisciplinary Inquiry 
Driven  
Co-constructed Learning in 
Grade 9 Science  

Our goal is to remove individual units and focus learning of provincial expectations in 
a problem-based setting, instilling in our students a desire to further curiosity and 
learning. By engaging in book studies of Make Just One Change by Dan Rothstein and 
Creating Innovators by Tony Wagner and visiting existing innovative education 
programs within TVDSB, we will develop knowledge and skills on implementing and 
assessing a problem-based learning environment. Through collaboration, receiving 
constructive feedback from colleagues and our own reflective practice, we will learn 
and share how to direct students toward deepening their learning. Teachers will 
track student progress using GAFE, assessing students’ development of critical 
thinking and questioning which will allow teachers to offer students meaningful, 
relevant, and timely feedback. We will develop a framework that provides teachers 
with the structure and tools to effectively integrate technology and also assess 
process over product in an integrated environment. 

Leslie 
Sumner 

Hamilton-Wentworth District School 
Board 
 
lsumner@hwdsb.on.ca 

Getting All Students Talking: 
Finding ways to promote 
communication and literacy 
in non-verbal students 

We will consult with and gather information from experts (e.g. HWDSB Intensive 
Support Services, McMaster University Technology Access Clinic, Holland Bloorview, 
Tobii Dynovox, Rett University) to assist us in piloting strategies and tools with 
students who are non-verbal. We will develop a resource kit containing: 

• Training modules for using communication devices (e.g. designed to enhance 
speech, reading, word-building, writing, social stories, and homework sharing), 
and low-tech communication/literacy manipulatives (e.g. eye-gaze boards, 
hands-on speech books, flip-books, modified books). 

• Educational/instructional videos. 

• A place for sharing/posting ideas.  
To help refine the compiled /completed resources, we will invite interested 
educators from schools where non-verbal students attend to use and provide 
feedback on how to improve the resources. Lastly, we will share what we have 
learned and the resources we created during a community information session held 
at HWDSB and beyond by providing this resource to agencies which support non-
verbal students. 

Kerri 
Taylor 

District School Board of Niagara 
 
Kerri.Taylor@dsbn.org 

Deepening our 
Understanding of How 
Students Develop Number 
Sense.  

For our own professional learning we would like to participate in a learning institute 
with Cathy Fosnot (the creator of the landscape of learning) or a representative from 
Dreambox. Then over the course of the year, we will meet twice a month to co-plan 
and co-teach effective lessons in number sense that will help students develop a 
conceptual understanding of number. The lessons and number sense routines will be 
implemented daily in the classroom. We will track students’ progress using the 
landscape of learning and create individual profiles. As part of the student learning, 
they will be provided with 60 minutes a week on Dreambox, which is the minimum 
amount of time recommended by Dreambox and teachers will track students’ 
progress using the dashboard.  
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Sandra 
Theobald 

Catholic District School Board of Eastern 
Ontario 
 
Sandra.theobald@cdsbeo.on.ca  

Building Computation 
Thinking Skills in STEM  

• The project will involve grades seven and eight.  

• Working together teachers will investigate current research and resources 
including: “Exploring Computer Science” by Joanna Goode and Gail Chapman, 
“Computational Thinking and Problem Solving” (University of Massachusetts, 
BATEC) and “Microsoft’s 14 Week Introduction to Computer Science with Micro: 
Bits”. 

• The group will then target key activities that align with the Ontario curriculum 
and design assessment tasks.  

• Teachers will co-teach these lessons and identify successful teaching strategies 
while making observations about the students’ confidence and ability to use 
computation thinking skills.  

• Pre-and Post-student surveys and interviews will be administered to gage 
students’ interest and confidence in computer science and math activities. 

Brent 
Thompson 

Bluewater District School Board 
 
Brent_Thompson@bwdsb.on.ca 

Spiraling the Grade 7/8 Math 
Curriculum Around the Big 
Ideas 

We will: 

• Develop our understanding of spiraling and the planning process by looking at 
successful examples of spiraled curriculum; research spiraling to clearly define 
what it is, what it looks like, and why it is important; and research best practices 
in spiraling and successful examples.  

• Design a spiraled curriculum plan for Grade 7/8 Mathematics: creating cross-
strand blocks that focus on the big ideas/ concepts to move away from single 
strand ‘massed’ units to spiraled and spaced practice; determine big ideas in the 
Grade 7/8 Mathematics curriculum and establish learning blocks; break apart 
and manipulate the expectations in the strands to sequence and distribute into 
learning blocks so each block contains expectations from all strands; repetition 
of expectations; and develop assessment tasks for each learning block, 
considering the sequence and culmination of learning so far.  

• Implement the spiraled curriculum in classrooms of TLLP participants: implement 
learning blocks as they are planned; and continue designing during 
implementation to adapt and modify learning blocks. Teachers will develop, then 
implement and then continue repeating this process for all of the learning 
blocks. This will allow us to be responsive and use the feedback to improve the 
learning blocks.  

• Share a spiraled curriculum plan for Grade 7/8 Mathematics: share TLLP Project 
with educators across Ontario through an OTF Connect and OAME; share TLLP 
Project on the TeachOntario; and TLLP participants will share the curriculum plan 
with a Family of Schools across Bluewater District School Board through a PD 
workshop and continue to support teachers in their designated Family of 
Schools. 
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Caroline 
Thuss 

Huron-Perth Catholic District School 
Board 
 
cthuss@hpcdsb.ca  

Spartan STEAM Hub  We will develop a STEAM Hub through changing the current library and computer lab 
into a dynamic learning lab space that encompasses these and becomes a physical 
location where “people gather to share resources and knowledge, work on projects, 
network and build”. (EDUCAUSE, 2013). It will become a place to provide hands-on, 
creative ways to encourage students to design, experiment, build and invent as they 
foster a growth mindset and deeply engage in Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, 
and Math (STEAM). Being a dual-track school, it will also provide an opportunity for 
cohesion between the English and French streams (teachers and students) to 
collaborate together in an engaging environment with authentic tasks. Use the 
technology to provide social platforms for collaboration among students, teachers 
and the community at large. The Spartan STEAM Hub will include a variety of 
innovative technology and classic tools to allow the students to participate in 
challenges and solve real-life problems.  

Bruno 
Timpano 

Sudbury Catholic District School Board 
 
timpanb@scdsb.edu.on.ca  

Pawse This project will engage students to become active members of their own learning 
through the development of a hybrid drawing course including: video tutorials, 
interactive experiments and hands-on work. Using the Flipped Classroom method as 
a model, short video lessons are viewed by students at home as they follow along 
with exercises before each classroom session. Students apply the knowledge learned 
from the previous night and extend it to artwork, building atop each video lesson. 
Video lessons let students move at their own pace, rewind to review portions and 
skip through sections they already understand meaning students come to class 
prepared to do creative work with their peers. This opportunity will allow us to act as 
coach and advisor working alongside students; physically sitting next to them. We 
can offer immediate feedback on the essential concepts learned online, practiced at 
home and extended to more complex hands-on activities in class. 

Danika 
Tipping 

Thames Valley District School Board 
 
d.tipping@tvdsb.ca 

Finding Your Voice in a Digital 
World 

By offering both classes (ENG3U/C and BTA3O) to students as an interdisciplinary 
approach, students will see a real world purpose for communication while finding 
their voices. Students would achieve the expectations for grade 11 English through 
digital media platforms such as blogs, websites, and social media. At the same time 
they would learn information, media, and ICT literacy through their interaction with 
the BTA3O curriculum. We would also emphasize creativity and innovation, critical 
thinking and problem solving, communication and collaboration. In order to do this 
we are requesting a mixture of technology for students to access depending on their 
learning goal. E.g. While Chromebooks may be sufficient for blogging, laptops and 
iPads are required for running specific programs and apps like Audacity or iMovie. 
For more complex digital production tasks we are requesting one more powerful PC 
laptop and one Macbook Pro, as each have different software available. 

mailto:cthuss@hpcdsb.ca
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Vipin 
Tiwari 

Bloorview School Authority 
 
vtiwari@hollandbloorview.ca 

Differentiating in a Special 
Education Setting with the 
Promethean ActiVote 
Classroom Response System 

The proposed TLLP will create a professional learning community around the use of 
Assistive Technology and E-Learning/Blended Learning, in a Section 68 setting. I will 
lead up to 5 participants in sharing expertise in these areas, and developing further 
skill and familiarity with familiar and novel tools and approaches (e.g. Promethean 
hardware and software, Google G-Suite, OSAPAC, etc.). A forum for knowledge 
management (e.g. cloud-based drives and documents) and face-face sharing 
opportunities will allow participants to share resources and develop expertise on an 
evolving basis. Participants will be encouraged to consider technology they wish to 
acquire and/or opportunities to work closely with other staff (e.g. co-teach, develop 
resources), to develop innovative teaching practices. Participants will share successes 
and barriers encountered as new approaches and technologies are implemented. 
Finally, participants will be invited to share their work with fellow staff, school board 
representatives, parents and other Section 68 school board representatives. 

Kimberly 
Tornabuono 

London District Catholic School Board 
 
ktornabuono@ldcsb.ca 

#LitUpForLiteracy (Literacy in 
Light of Our Catholic Faith)  

The scope of the project is to increase literacy strategies in our grade nine and ten 
Religion courses. The grade nine and ten Religious Studies program has new 
curriculum. Working with the new curriculum provides an opportunity to create 
lessons that focus on literacy. We will specifically create lessons for each unit that 
demonstrate literacy strategies to help with oral communication, reading 
comprehension, and writing. The lessons will be shared within the school to 
demonstrate the importance of a cross curricular approach to literacy and to model 
the idea of literacy strategies in various core subjects. Also, we will share the lessons 
within the London District Catholic School Board to be used within our religion 
courses in all our schools.  

mailto:ktornabuono@ldcsb.ca
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Jocelyn 
Urquhart 

Waterloo Region District School Board 
 
jocelyn_urquhart@wrdsb.ca 

Feedback Instead of Marks: 
Integrating technology into 
assessment and evaluation 
practices to improve student 
learning 

We will: 

• Form a cross-curricular professional learning community of teachers open to 
peer/professional feedback and trying new strategies to improve student 
learning. 

• Meet monthly to reflect on learning as we develop strategies and tools to give 
feedback, document student learning and create opportunities for students to 
engage in self-assessment. 

• Use technology in creative ways to document student learning and self-
assessments through various media, reviewing this media to make decisions 
about instructional next steps, determine feedback to give students on their 
learning, and student achievement based on learning objectives. 

• Engage in a collaborative book study, each reading a different text and 
facilitating discussion-based on the connections between research and our 
investigations through our changing practices with technology, assessment and 
evaluation. 

• Document our learning through blog posts on our website and produce a video 
at the end to summarize our learning and reflections. 

John 
van Loenen 

Catholic District School Board of Eastern 
Ontario 
 
john.vanloenen@cdsbeo.on.ca 613-933-
3337  

Weaving Mathematics for 
Student Success  

Teachers in the junior/intermediate division within our school will meet weekly or bi-
weekly to co-plan lessons by weaving the curriculum expectations from several math 
strands; creating lessons based on principles of spiralling. Rather than teaching the 
curriculum unit by unit, students will revisit more complex concepts multiple times 
throughout the year by interleaving math expectations. This will help develop more 
meaningful connections in mathematics and move students along the math 
continuum, thereby increasing student success. Student needs include: inquiry-based 
learning with a focus on thinking and problem solving, real life problems, 
perseverance, and mindset. Teachers will use their expertise in mathematics, 
differentiated instruction, technology and pedagogy to co-create lessons that focus 
on weaving curriculum expectations together.  

Sarah 
Vance and 
Mary Ann 
Hicks 

Hastings and Prince Edward District 
School Board 
 
svance@hpedsb.on.ca, 
moray@hpedsb.on.ca 

Building Global Competencies 
for Numerate, 21st Century 
Citizens.  

Using a cross-divisional inquiry-model we are aiming to bring STEM exploration to 
life, using inclusive, math talk communities and robotics tools to develop global 
competencies in students. Global competencies have been identified as an urgent 
student need in the BIPSA. In collaborative, guided-settings, students will self-
regulate and monitor thinking, using a growth mindset, to problem-solve and 
communicate numerate fluencies. Students will create digital portfolios to track and 
monitor these fluencies. These will be made visible at a community tech night, where 
students teach parents and community peers. Educators will develop a continuum of 
global competencies, from year one to grade eight, which is visible for students, and 
uses student exemplars, as benchmarks of achievement. 

mailto:jocelyn_urquhart@wrdsb.ca
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Jessica 
Veenbaas 

Northwest Catholic District School 
Board 
 
jveenbaas@tncdsb.on.ca 

A Fit Body Means A Fit Mind We will first research, in more depth, the impacts of increased physical activity in 
school-aged children on brain development. Second, we will use this information to 
enrich our education program, allowing all students to access a variety of equipment 
and technology in the classroom. Through the availability of a wider choice of 
equipment as well as technology (iPads, apps, videos), students will begin to value 
the role physical activity plays in their lives and will use this experience as they grow. 
It is also our hope that through this project, we may create an environment of 
engagement and connectedness that may keep our at-risk students at school more 
often and more engaged.  

Caroline 
Viau 

Conseil des écoles catholiques du 
Centre-Est 
 
viauca@ecolecatholique.ca 

Création de tâches 
d’apprentissage et 
d’enseignement mettant à 
l’avant-plan la technologie et 
le design 

Notre projet repose sur la création d’une communauté de spécialistes travaillant en 
collaboration. Les enseignants de design et de technologie sont nos spécialistes de 
l’intégration de ces disciplines aux projets proposés. Ce sont eux qui déterminent 
quelles technologies appuieraient le mieux les idées mises de l’avant et de quelle 
manière on pourrait le mieux appuyer l’apprentissage des élèves. L’enseignante lead 
du profil de sortie offrira son appui dans la conception des activités d’enseignement 
et d’apprentissage dans un modèle de tâche englobante avec des exigences et des 
critères bien définis. Les enseignants et les enseignantes sont nos experts du contenu 
et s’engagent à travailler ensemble pour favoriser des liens et des transferts entre les 
matières et à accompagner les élèves dans un processus de design et d’itération. 
L’équipe-école veillera aussi à ce que les élèves aient des occasions d’objectivation et 
de métacognition en lien avec cette nouvelle manière d’apprendre et de faire.   

Roxanne 
Viel 

Kenora Catholic District School Board 
 
rviel@kcdsb.on.ca 

Building Student Leaders 
through Resiliency and 
Growth Mindset in French 

Our goals: 

• To have teachers better trained in Leader in Me. 

• To have teachers be first-hand models in Leader in Me. 

• To develop a Growth Mindset curriculum using Leader in Me language. 
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Sarah 
Wade 

Hamilton-Wentworth District School 
Board 
 
swade@hwdsb.on.ca 

Bridging the Gap: Building 
Life Skills for At-Risk Students 
to Improve Attendance and 
Support Life After High 
School 

We will create a toolkit of lessons that will centre around building specific life skills 
that we will determine through research, data collected from surveys and focus 
groups. They will all centre around the same teaching methods: peer support 
(accountability), mentorship (Mohawk College student), experiential learning and the 
use of technology (Google Calendar/Drive).  
We expect to learn through: 

• Data collected from surveys and focus groups completed throughout the project 
by teachers and at-risk students. 

• Review literature on which life skills have been proven to be a struggle for post-
secondary students from other high schools, colleges and universities. 

• Collaboration on data collection, student assessment, and managing peer 
mentors discussion by analysing journals. 

• Creation of lesson plans in multiple subject areas. 
Impact on Students: increase in attendance and credit accumulation, student 
feedback engages students in lessons for toolkit, and provides support in the life 
skills necessary for success after high school.    

Casandra 
Ward 

Halton District School Board 
 
wardc@hdsb.ca 

Engaging Students in 21st 
Century Learning With an 
Integration of Technology 
Into the Visual Arts Program 

We will increase student engagement and improve teaching practice by having Visual 
Arts teachers attend the Ontario Art Education Association's Conference on Moving 
Forward With Visual and Media Arts Education in Hamilton then co-plan to create a 
collection of lessons and units with rich critical thinking tasks that allow for 
integration of the Arts with Modern 21st Century Technology and learning. We will 
develop skills with technology and become liaisons for other art teachers in the 
board. This will improve student learning, and teachers and students will co-create 
goals and success criteria.  Teachers will provide oral descriptive feedback to 
students and opportunities for students to work with the Adobe Illustrator during 
lessons based around modern technology; a modern program that the Visual Arts 
Industry uses for jobs previously thought inconceivable (SAMR Ladder Model). 
Students and teachers will review, reflect on, modify and refine Tech-based Visual 
Arts activities through Google Forms and debrief circle-based activities. Teachers will 
then present these lessons at a Subject-based PD session to other teachers in the 
board.  Lessons will be made available for board use. 
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Carla 
Warnholtz 

Upper Grand District School Board 
 
kwalton@ugcloud.ca 

A Triad Teacher Learning 
Model (TTLM) to Support 
Student Success in the 21st 
Century 

We have been collaborating and learning together informally on integrating 
technology into the classroom to engage and inspire teachers and students using 
21st Century Competencies. We have had opportunity to learn about the 
Collaborative Inquiry Structure by Jenni Donohoo and we have applied the learning 
cycle to our learning capacity days over the last two years. We hope to create an 
ongoing professional learning community for our school which is focused on the 
teachers learning from each other to share and build rich lessons to incorporate 21st 
Century Competencies that are integrated into curriculum areas (language, media, 
math, science & social studies). The team will examine and apply learning and design 
and implement lessons applying the SAMR model & the TPACK model to deepen 
student thinking and engagement. The PLC team will use the texts, Making Thinking 
Visible & Creating Thinking in the Classroom, to guide co-planning and design rich 
lessons incorporating the Collaborative Inquiry Structure. Teachers will implement 
and share these lessons with the team. Next, the team will take observations and 
reflect on the lessons and student learning, using a variety of data collection. The 
team will document and share learning with each other and on social media sights 
(Teach Ontario, Twitter, YouTube). Teachers will create Google Forms surveys from 
the 2016 ISTE standards to collect data assessments at various points to measure 
student engagement, student learning and professional learning goals. The PLC team 
will use Jim Knight’s new book, The Impact Cycle, to build knowledge around 
supporting their learning process. The Teacher team will also support each other's 
area of need with best teaching practices that relate to 21st Century Learning goals. 
The PLC team will share learning at the UGDSB Learning Fair & any other UGDSB 
initiative (Teacher Librarian, Special Ed, NTIP). The PLC team will apply to present at 
the Bring it and Connect Conferences and will create a sharing board on Teach 
Ontario. 

Kimberly 
Wilson 

Upper Grand District School Board 
 
kimberly.wilson@ugdsb.on.ca 

Using Digital Portfolios for 
Metacognition and as 
Evidence of Learning: a cross-
curricular approach 

We plan to create a professional learning community (Mathematics, Visual Arts, 
Student Success) examining how digital portfolios of learning can be used to deepen 
student understanding of course ideas and to triangulate assessment data.We will 
Investigate ways to provide non-traditional methods of assessment and empower 
students to further their thinking using Collecting Evidence and Portfolios: Engaging 
Students in Pedagogical Documentation by Davies, Herbst and Augusta and Making 
Thinking Visible by Ritchhart, Church and Morrison as starting points. We will give 
teachers access to, and training on, current technology to use in their classrooms. 
We will discuss the best ways technology can be used to help students employ 
metacognitive strategies to deepen their understanding of course concepts and 
provide varied ways to document their learning (digital portfolios as slideshows, My 
Blueprint, etc.). Teachers: develop together, and observe each other as they 
implement, the inquiry-based project while continually reflecting, refining, 
supporting each other to find solutions to challenges and celebrating successes. 

mailto:kwalton@ugcloud.ca


 

 Page 53 of 53 

 


