
A Message from the OTF President, October 2018 

It has been a hot summer in many ways. Between the weather and the decisions made by our new 

Ontario Government, there have been some very stress-filled days – and the school year has just 

begun. 

OTF has your back. It is our mandate and pleasure to support the work that you do as teachers. Some 

of the actions we have taken to date are meetings with government staff, conversations with the 

Ontario College of Teachers and media interviews. We take our job as advocates for the profession 

very seriously and ensure that we work closely withyour Affiliate to deliver a clear and consistent 

message. 

Already, I have had the opportunity to meet our associate members at Faculty of Educations across 

the province. I attended the Atlantic Rim Collaboratory Summit on Education where OTF had the 

opportunity, through Education International, to speak about our system along with Wales, Scotland, 

Ireland, Norway, Iceland and Finland. There is deep respect for your work as Ontario teachers within 

the international community. In October, I look forward to visiting a fly-in school in Fort Hope. As 

OTF acknowledges our 75th year, it will be wonderful to touch base with the partners that have made 

the Lieutenant Governor’s Summer Literacy Camps so successful and to meet the teachers and 

students in this remote community. 

The strength of teachers lies in our ability to collaborate. We share our knowledge, our observations 

and our skills with each other. OTF does this also and, this year, our education networks will need to 

be strong to ensure that the teacher voice is heard, and that professional judgement is acknowledged. 

The job may not be easy, but the work 

is worthwhile. 

In the meantime, make sure that you look after yourself. Your good physical and mental health set 

the tone of your classroom. Sleep well, eat well, exercise and do something fun every day. This is a 

noble profession. You change lives. You open minds to a world most never knew existed. Stand 

proud. 

Yours in education, 

Diane Dewing 

President 

 


