“A final introductory word of caution: prejudices
always reveal more about the people who hold them
than they do about those at whom they are directed.
You will not learn much useful information about
Judaism or Jews by studying antisemitism, but you
can learn quite a lot about anti-Semites, their
insecurities and their fears. . “By the same token,
examining the lives of Jews in Europe before World
War I is important in its own right, but it will not
answer the question as to why antisemites hated Jews
any more than studying African American history will
explain why white supremacists hate black people.

Prejudices are habits of thought; they are not reasoned
responses to objective realities. When you read
descriptions of common prejudices... keep in mind
that these attitudes were based on imaginings about
people rather than on who those people really were.”

- Dr. Doris Bergen, 4 Concise History of the
Holocaust
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This map shows the age of the principal
European Jewish communities in 1939,
It was the Jewish communities shown
here - their culture, their customs, and
their deep local roots - which the Nazis
sought utterly to destroy in the second
2 world war,
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Most of the Jewish communilies of Europe had come
into existence hundreds of years before the lounding
of the States of which they were fo become a parl.
Others had subsequently been destroyed by
expulsion and persecution in the middie ages- bul
had then been refounded a second, a third, and even
afourthtime. The Jews of Germany had already
been living continuously in different parts of - :
Germany for more than 1,500 years when the German
Empire was established in 1870, the year of German
unity under Bismarck.

© Martin Gilbert 178 Cat

n The age, by 1939, of the
Jewish communities of Europe.




Protocols of the Elders of Zion, originally published 1903. This forged document
(containing plagiarised German and French fiction) was created in Russia as
propaganda against Jews, purporting to describe a Jewish plan for global
domination

o

Clockwise from top:
Protocols covers in
Germany, Syria, Mexico,
Japan and France
Source: Facing History
website
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During the black death, Jews were blamed for
bringing the plague to Europe. In Strassbourg,
almost 200 Jews were burned to death in 1349.

Middle ages woodcut,
Jewish traveler is depicted
as poisoning a well to
spread the plague

source: wikimedia
commons



A 15 century Bible depicts a couple suffering from the blisters of the bubonic
plague (Black Death) that ravaged medieval Europe. In the background is a
Jewish “witch” casting spells that cause the plague.

Source: Corbis — Getty Images accessed from:

http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/201 4/07/24/334440738/shades-of-the-
middle-ages-the-plague-popped-up-in-china-and-colorado



a3t | fagellated, themselves with heavy leather thongs tipped with metal

5 They were beating themselves to atone for the wickedness of the hume &=
THE BLACK DEATH ; mc?und to carn another chance from Gad. The EI ageihn_“ " . |
I i i d sl they alone—not priests or bishops—could save “all Christe lookad. ‘
n October 1347, several trading ships from Genoa, Ialy, pulled ‘into - s do the: others in suffering, a5 townspeople-Jolil.
the harbor at Messina in Sicily. Everyone aboard those ships was dead ! hell. Each tried to out]m l:;rg gt&en AT O
or dying of a mysterious plague. Europeans called it the Black Death, on in amazement. On s
because victims had black swellings (each the size of an egg) on thely their ovvfn.slns. o el e conthions Bl sos wikd ageoitlll ‘
bodies and black splotches on their skin. Today we know that bubonie y To join the g}t:mup;i;ﬂ:e also had to vow not to bathe, shave, sl '1
plague is spread through the bites of fleas and lice that live on infected himself as the olhj : th o8 have sy cougnet with s6istiss SR - |
rats. But in 1347, people had no idea what caused the plague, how to teout ina b:dif ;hang: m: clothing, i 4
s ot bow 5 Keep I fiven grending “l lengtM:ny Sosnmont b bt o b skl by e Alagellanes;
| sell others dipped cloth in the fagellants’ blood and preserved S-St
T From ports like Messina, the plague spread through Europe, the hope that it would protect their families from the plague. Whenm
Middle East, and North Africa. Between 1347 and 1351, the disease tried to stop the marches, they were stoned. Many peoplewere com |
killed more than one out of every four people in those regions. Almost | that only the flagellants were pure enough to cast out evil spirits. il ‘
every family was affected. The rich died along with the poor, saints along .

[
with sinners. In Europe alone, some historians estimate the death toll at |

more than 20 million out of a population of approximately 80 million. ;!

THE SereAD OF THE Brack PLaaui THROUGH Europe (1347-1351)
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are said to have put into the water and the wells—that is what they 4"
mcccmedﬂf—ﬂndfmthismamnthejaumbum all the way ¢ i
Jrom the Mediterranean [Sea] into Germany* S s

As the disease continued to sp;;d‘north and éast, a new Christian- |
group, known as flagellants, suddenly appeared to fight the plague. Organized
in bands of about 200 or more men, the fagellants traveled together for 334

number reflects the traditional reckoning |
of Jesus’s age at the time of the crucifixion—one day

for each year.)

The flagellants recited prayers as they marched from city to city. When cansica |
they approached a town, church bells rang to announce their arrival, Onece Mediterrancen |
in the town square, the men stripped to the waist and then whipped, or @ S

¢ <

: i wr—— NN ,r’"‘s:?
I cstent of the plague, 1347 ~+— Route of flagellants
[ ot of the plague, 1348 *+  Jewish community under attack
[Z] £xtent of the plague, 1349 o
Extent of the plague, 1350-1351

Excerpled hom Goldstein, Phlis. A Comventent- Hafred = The
History of ntisomibism (Facing Hstoey and Ourselves.
Brookline , MA, 2012.), 93-97
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1919 antisemitic cartoon in
March 26, 1919 Vienna
Arbeiterzeitung

Bolsheviks and British
strikers were similarly
accused of being traitors
who stabbed the Germans in
the back

Accessed from
http://www.history.ucsb.edu/f
aculty/marcuse/publications/r
eviews/BarthRev069.htm
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9" Century German postcard
1801 of “ostentatious Jews”

“The Jewish Broker”. Caricature by L ﬁ‘_;
Thomas Rowlandson, England, e

Source: “Beyond the Pale: The History of Jews in Russia” exhibition guide, an
exhibit that has toured Russia since 1995
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Excerpted from Coldsiein Phyllis. A Convenient Hatred :

The History of Antisemitism. Facing History and Ourselves,
Eroskline, M4, 2012), 73

Holy Wars and Antisemitism (700s- 1300) 78

Jews were more vulnerable in the twelfth century than they had been
in the eleventh century. Economic and social changes that improved life
for Christians in Europe increased the vulnerability of Jews, In 1096, Jews
‘had been mainly engaged in trade. Theﬂchmlmongthempmdedlmmy
goods to kings and other nobles. Christian merchants did most of their
'businesslocaﬂyandmdedinproductspmducedmarbyh-wool, timber,
~and grains. By the twelfth century, however, those local goods were finding
-markets in distant parts of Europe, Asia, and North Africa, As this trade
‘mmdﬂpmmhipsmdconmmmongChr&ﬁmmhmu.
" By the endoftheeleventheenmmje\#smbeingsquemdmnof
Anternational trade and into occupations forbidden to Jews, Christians,
‘and Muslims—banking, money lending, and currency exchange. All three
faiths regarded the idea of charging interest on a loan as usury, which was
“a sin. (Interest is the price a borrower pays for a loan, Today the word
usury refers only to the practice of charging unfairly high interest rates for
4 loan.) Although some Jews tried to avoid money lending, increasingly it
‘was the only way many could earn a living. Few other occupations were
_‘now open to them.
- The process of tumning Jews into money lenders was gradual; it took
‘place more slowly in some places than in others, But nearly everywhere, it
“pushed Jews to the margins of society and led to the stereotype of the Jew
-as greedy and money-hungry. Because usury was prohibited under Jewish
‘law, Christians also saw this new occupational shift as proof that Jews
- were unfaithful to the laws of the God they claimed to worship. Thus,
“having made it impossible for Jews to hold other jobs, many Christians
~now blamed Jews for charging interest on loans that many Christians were
'eager to secure.
«« As life became more precarious EorjewsinEumpe.jewsinmanycmn-
~munities became the personal property of their protectors, with no rights
“except those they acquired by supplying nobles with money on demand.
vNobkskeptnﬁghtrﬂnon“M]m,whomtheyn«dedtohelpﬁmnca
wars and build palaces, cathedrals, and roads, They expected Jews to pay '
ipecialtamortokndthemmoneynt-amylowmuﬁnmeaorwml
minterutataILHowcouldJmsurviveif':heydidmmeiveam d
on their investments? They could do so only by lending money to everyone !'
‘else—merchants, farmers, artisans, and other borrowers—at very high
interest rates. As a result, many Jews were caught in a trap from which
they could not easily escape.



The Blood [ibels :
Ritwal Murder

A popular anti-Jewish myth that
gained widespread acceptance
was the notion that
Jewsmurdered Christians
because they need blood to
perform satanic rites—the
charge of ritual murder or blood
libel. It was believed that Jews,
usually led by rabbis,
kidnapped Christian children on
Jewish holidays in order to
bleed them to death for occult
rituals.
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Woodcut showing Jews murdering the child Simon of Trent, printed in Hartmann
Schedel's Liber Chronicarum (Latin) / Die Schedelsche Weltchronik (German)
printed by Anton Koberger in 1493. In English the book is known as the Nurmburg
Chronicle. ~2000 copies of this book were sold between 1493-1509.



The Powerof a Lie (1144- 1300) 83

BLOOD AND THE BLOOD LIBEL

Twenty years before Hugh's death in 1255, a new element had been
added to charges of ritual murder against Jews. They were now accused of
murdering Christian children for their blood. This accusation has become
known as the “blood libel.” Like other charges of ritual murder, the “blood
libel” is a lie that has led to the death of countless Jews over the centuries.

In the thirteenth century, most people in northern Europe believed
that blood had enormous power. Christians thought it was a source of
strength, because it held the power of the soul, They used animal blood in
medicines and in amulets, or charms, to ward off evil. Jews also thought
blood had power. Because they thought that blood contained the spirit
of living beings, Jews were forbidden to taste blood. Jewish dietary laws
require great care in the preparation of meat to avoid the possibility of
ating blood (as those who keep kosher are well aware). Animals are

Broop LiseLs (1144-1500)
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The map shows where in Europe Jews were accused of killing Christians for their blood
fora period of approximately 300 years. Compare and contrast this map with the ones in
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o, from Goldstein,
| ::Mw« of Anfisemitism. Faciay Hichony acd Ourselves, MA. 2002

84 A CONVENIENT HATRED: THE HISTORY OF ANTISEMITISM

slaughtered in such a way that most of ﬂ.fm‘r_ocn_ m.m mqmﬁmm_ _”m_ui__ux
Whatever blood remains is removed by broiling or soaking and sa Hm_d:m.a e
meat. Even today, observant Jews are not vﬁ:::.& to eat so ::._n_ Ww mm
egg that contains a blood spot. Jews who no.ﬁm..:a .cw_:.anﬂ_u_ewz h bloo
have to purify themselves before carrying out their qm__m_wcm obligations.

Despite the emperor’s order, the sﬁn:mm:.c:m ccz_m::nﬂ_.mrd ?.ﬂ:...._”
1247, two Franciscans (members ol a monastic ﬁw:_n,, T.z._:n_m :_” .....:.E
1215) accused the Jews of Valréas, in France, M,_ ...Z_c__w_:.m .m ﬂr.:w:::
child and using his blood for ritual purposes. ,.fné_.:_ Hns& in t ..r_ JA”E:
were tortured and many others were killed. The m:_.<_<:J. sppea .f_, (o
Pope Innocent IV for help, and he condemned m:.cr :r.%—_m.::_o:.mm_.”_ M::__"H.
language. So did his successor, Gregory X. In 1271, Gregory iss

following statement:

Since it happens occasionally that some ( u.rla:&ﬁ..., ~a.v.m :._EM. r
Christian children, the Jews are accused by _r&_.h. enenties of mmn”h ¥
carrying off and killing these same Christian n_._,zE:uz and of .~==.~ ing
sacrifices of the heart and blood of these very nr;&_.ﬁ:_ I ¢ rn%%ox,,w WWE..
that the parents of these children or some E.rS. Christian Mm:m.q::., K
these Jews secretly hide these very children in order that they may w.‘
able to injure these Jews, and in order that they sty be able to m&::. h.
[from them a certain amount of money by redeeming them from thei

straits. . . .

And most falsely do these Christians claim that rmm Jews have ua”...ﬂ:.,‘
and furtively carried away these children and killed them, :.ﬁ:_ ___. ”i
the Jews offer sacrifice from the heart and the blood of r_ﬂmmw n ile ..w:.
since their law in this matter precisely and expressly ?w?&. ?E.... 1o
sacrifice, eat, or drink the blood, or to eat En flesh of animals .,E_EE,
claws. This has been demonstrated many times at our court by Jews
converied to the Christian faith: nevertheless very many Jews ure
often seized and detained unjustly because of this.

E.Qa..u. A Convenient Hatved: The
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Anti-Judaism before the Enlightenment
Roman Empire, 66 C.E. - 400 C.E.: The birth of the Deicide Charge

Historians have traced anti-Jewish myths, hatred, and violence back more than 2,000 years to
the time of the Roman Empire. Tensions with the Romans led Jews in Palestine to revolt in 66
CE. The Romans responded violently. Historian Doris Bergen explains:

Roman authorities worried that Jewish refusal to worship local and imperial gods
would jeopardize the security of the state. At times such unease, coupled with
political conflicts, turned into open persecution and attacks. In 70 C.E. the
Romans destroyed the Jewish temple in Jerusalem, the focal point of Jewish life
up to that time; sixty years later they dispersed the Jews of Palestine, scattering
them far from the region that had been their home.

During this same period, a new faith was born out of Judaism and began to spread across the
Roman Empire. Bergen continues:

The rise of Christianity added new fuel to anti-Jewish sentiments. Christianity
grew out of Judaism—Jesus himself was a Jew, as were the apostles and
important figures such as Paul of Tarsus. Nevertheless, early Christians tried to
separate themselves from other Jews, both to win followers from the gentile
(non-Jewish) world and to gain favor with Roman imperial authorities. Some
early Christians also stressed their loyalty to the state by pointing out that the
Kingdom of God was not of this earth and therefore did not compete with Rome.
Such efforts paid off; in less than four hundred years, Christianity went from
being a persecuted branch of Judaism to being the dominant religion of the
Roman Empire. It is significant that some early Christian accounts blamed Jews
for Jesus’ death even though crucifixion was a specifically Roman form of
punishment commonly practiced during Jesus’ time. The version of events that
had Jewish mobs demanding Jesus’ death while the Roman governor Pontius
Pilate washed his hands allowed later Christians to emphasize their difference
from Judaism and downplay the hostility that Roman authorities had shown
toward Christianity in its early stages. All of the false accusations against Jews
associated with the Roman imperial period—that Jews were traitors and
conspirators, that they killed Christ—remained familiar in Europe into the
twentieth century.’

Excerpted from Holocaust and Human Behavior, (Facing History and Ourselves, 2017), 91-92

® Doris L Bergen, War and Genocide: A Concise History of the Holocaust (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2003),
4-6



24 A CONVENIENT HATRED: THE HISTORY OF ANTISEMITISM

For centuries, “the Jews” have been held responsible for Jesus's death.
Did they actually play any part in it? Many scholars point out that only the
Romans had the power or authority to put Jesus to death. Furthermore, the
very question suggests that Jews were a united people with some influence
over Rome in the first century of the Common Era. But in fact, Jews at
that time were deeply divided over issues of faith and practice. Jews who
held similar views banded together; many of these groups were intolerant
of Jews with different views. Only a few had ties to the Romans.

If any Jews were involved in Jesus’s death, they were probably
Sadducees—a group associated with the high priests and other leaders
of the Temple in Jerusalem. But the Sadducees certainly did not speak or
act for the Pharisees, who seem to have been scrupulous in observance of
traditional Jewish laws and whose concern for common people put them
in opposition to the Sadducees. Nor did they speak for the Essenes, who
abandoned Jerusalem in protest against the way the Temple was being run.

Each of these and many other groups had its own idea of what it meant
to be faithful to God’s will and its own plan for the future of the Jewish
people. Perhaps that is why Jesus's closest followers did not blame “the
Jews” as a group for his death. They were Jews themselves and continued
to live as Jews.

eXCeapled from Goldsien, '%y//t‘: . A Convenient Hatred .
The J{:‘rhry of: Antisemitism 3 (Fndtg Hir{wj and Ourselves,
MA 2012.) P 24 :



