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Poll

Who is here today?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is your teaching context this year? 
online only
hybrid learning
in-person only
How familiar are you with blended learning?
1 = not familiar
5 = very familiar
How confident are you in teaching about elections and democracy? 
1 = not very confident
5 = very confident
How familiar are you with the educational resources of Elections Canada?
1 = not familiar
5 = very familiar




Elections Canada’s educational
resources are:
• Inquiry based
• Cross-curricular
• Collaborative
• Non-partisan

• Bilingual
• Accessible
• Free 



Each lesson includes:

• Big Idea
• Inquiry Question
• A three-part lesson structure
• Hands-on materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can order the physical kit or download the resources from our website. We’ll give you the link at the end.
 
High-quality content, including: videos, maps, data, infographics, case studies and more.




New blended learning tools 
from Elections Canada
• Adapt our physical resource 

kits to your blended 
learning environment

• Use both online and in-class 
strategies to best support 
your students’ learning

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Briefly explain how it might go: Minds On in person, activity online, consolidation in person. Or visually draw/show a path using the visual.



Blended learning includes:
• a seamless connection between online and 

in-class learning
• a virtual learning environment
• increased student-to-student and student-to-teacher 

collaboration
• increased student control over time, place, pace 

and path of learning
• repurposed instructional time



Assessing online information 
to make civic choices

Digital Skills
for Democracy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Share the inquiry question: How can we find out if information about elections or political issues is something we can trust?



Minds On
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True or false?
All kangaroos are left-handed.

Answer: Mostly true. Grey and red kangaroos, 
the two largest species, are nearly all left-handed.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Every resource has an inquiry question and minds-on activity to connect the students’ own experience to the ideas they will be exploring. 
If there is time, you could have participants fill out the Google Form and share the results.
Like a lot of things you see online, there isn’t always one clear answer. 



Minds On
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There are two kinds of false 
information online:
Misinformation: When people share something they 
think is true but isn’t.
Disinformation: When people share false or misleading 
information on purpose.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Briefly review the terms.



Five Digital Strategies:
1. Find the original
2. Verify the source
3. Check other information
4. Read fact-checking articles
5. Turn to places you trust

Minds On
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students may have an idea of some of the strategies already. Teachers can choose to have a discussion before the main activity or to review them after the students have done the scenarios. 
 
We’ve created this handout to use in the classroom or online.



Activity
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Scenarios

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The physical kit includes the 10 scenarios (five fictional and five real) printed on high-quality card stock.



Activity
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Graphic Organizer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students complete the graphic organizer together as they read through the scenario cards. They come to consensus as a group about the scenario’s trustworthiness as they encounter new information. The organizer lets you see how their thinking changes.



Activity
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Online adaptation

Digital Skills for Democracy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ve done the work in sourcing these real examples of mis- and disinformation that are tied to specific strategies to get the real story.
 
Send the participants the link to complete the online form for one scenario. Give them 10 minutes to complete the form then share the results. 
 
Using the online version gives your students control over the place and pace of the learning.




Students share their thinking:
• Our final trustworthiness 

ranking is…
• The strategy we found the 

most helpful was…

Consolidation
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In person, at the end of each round, have students share their scenario with the class and reflect on the strategies they encountered. You can use the teacher summary to help guide the discussion.
 
In the classroom, you might have each group doing a different scenario, but the online version has infinite copies and you can use the form results to see patterns and trends in student thinking.

For literacy support, teachers can have all students do the same scenario and support vocabulary.



Consolidation
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Discussion:
• What do you think is the best way to respond to false 

or misleading information online?
• How do you think misinformation and disinformation 

could affect our elections?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lead a class discussion using the consolidation questions as described in the Teacher’s Guide. 
 
If you are using a blended approach, this would work well as a discussion thread in your virtual learning environment.




Consolidation

Digital Skills for Democracy 16

Reflection:
1. One thing I learned is…
2. The next time I want to find out if something 

online is true, I will…
3. To be an engaged and informed citizen in 

a democracy, it’s important to…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All of our resources include a personal reflection to help consolidate the learning. We have a regular handout for the in-person classroom, and the online version is a Google Doc. In this exit card, we provide sentence stems help to support all learners 
Again, this is a great example of increased student control over time, pace and path of learning.




Consolidation

What are your takeaways?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One new idea I can use to teach elections and democracy…
 
One new blended learning tool I can use…
 
A question I have now is...
 
I would like to learn more. Here’s my email address...



Explore all of our resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All of these are free to order or download, and most have blended-learning adaptations.



Curriculum Connections
Our educational resources link to secondary-level 
curricula in every province and territory. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can search by province, course or subject area, language or resource.



View, Download and Order

electionsanddemocracy.ca
Visit our website:

Follow us:

@democracyCA

Elections and Democracy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The link to the blended learning guides and tools are included on our website pages for individual learning resources.
Send participants the link to the specific resource page, e.g. : https://electionsanddemocracy.ca/digital-skills-democracy




Thank you!
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