
Finally, the recent governance changes to the Ontario 
College of Teachers (OCT) have been another disappointing 
development. Previously, teachers had a voting majority on 
the profession’s regulator. That has now been eliminated 
along with the ability to elect our representatives. These anti-
democratic changes will only further alienate OCT members 
from the College and reduce teacher input. Sadly, the OCT is 
now simply an arm of the Ford Government. 

These issues underscore the importance next June’s provincial 
election will have for our students and for the working 
conditions of our members. Teachers, parents, and education 
advocates need to be the voice for students and ensure we 
defend the publicly funded education system built in 
recent decades. 

In the interim, OTF and its Affiliates will continue to stand 
behind you 100%.  

In solidarity, 

Chris Cowley
President
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Dear colleagues,

The new academic year has started once again with the cloud 
of COVID-19 hanging over our schools and everything we do 
as teachers. Let’s be clear: the pandemic-related anxiety that 
teachers and students are feeling is sadly becoming the norm, 
as it seems the Ontario Government continues to resist many 
of the protocols teachers have been calling for to help mitigate 
the spread so our schools can remain open and our students 
in class.

Despite this, however, teachers across Ontario are doing their 
best to ensure our students feel safe and welcome in every 
classroom across our province. Throughout the pandemic, 
teachers and education workers stepped up to make sure 
students continued to learn, whether virtually or in person. As 
teachers, we know that the most authentic learning happens 
in the classroom. This is why OTF and its Affiliates have been 
advocating for the basic measures that would allow schools to 
remain open: smaller class sizes for physical distancing, robust 
testing and tracing, improved ventilation, and investments 
to address learning loss. Unfortunately, the Ford Government 
had a different plan and we are seeing the results of this across 
Ontario with dozens of schools, hundreds of classrooms, and 
thousands of students forced to quarantine. 

After an extended summer recess, the Premier prorogued the 
legislature and began a new session with a throne speech that 
mentioned the word “education” a grand total of zero times. 
This, as COVID cases in schools remain elevated. 


